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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Contents Summary 

Site Location The ‘site’ is located is located off Norwich Road to the rear of Evans 
Halshaw car dealership and is centred at Ordnance Survey National Grid 
Reference ST 20681 78329– see Figure 1. The site area totals 
approximately 0.4 ha. 

Proposals The proposal includes up to 15 employment units with a total floorspace of 
1,821 sqm GIA and associated car parking. The proposed use classes 
comprises Class B1 and/ or B2 and/ or B8. 

Existing Site 
Information 

WYG (July 2017) 507 Newport Road, Cardiff Ecological Appraisal. Report 
for W. Wing Yip (London) Ltd. 

Scope of this 
Survey(s) 

The scope of the survey was to conduct an update Ecological Appraisal, 
including a desk-based study and an extended Phase 1 habitat survey of 
the site, to help inform the potential ecological constraints to development. 

Results Designated sites  

• Five statutory designated sites are present within 2km (Rhymney 
River Section SSSI, Rumney Quarry SSSI, Penylan Quarry SSSI, 
Gwent Levels- Rumney and Peterstone SSSI and Severn Estuary 
SSSI/ SAC/ SPA and Ramsar); and  

• Eleven locally designated sites (one LNR and ten SINC’s including 
Roath Brook SINC located adjacent to the northwest boundary of 
the site).  

Habitats & species 

Habitats on site are include previously developed land with buildings 
demolished from 2012 onwards. The site currently includes areas of hard 
standing and rubble with scattered scrub and ephemeral vegetation.  An 
electricity pylon is located to the south of the site and is dominated by dense 
bramble scrub. Roath Brook corridor is located to the northwest boundary 
with commercial/ retail units to all other boundaries.  

The site provides limited potential habitat for protected species. 

Recommendations The site has no habitats of significant ecological value and limited potential 
for protected species however the following recommendations should be 
included within the proposals: 

• A CEMP should be produced detailing how construction will reduce 
potential impacts on surrounding habitats, including best practice 
construction techniques; 

• A sensitive lighting design should be included during construction 
and operation to minmise impacts on the adjacent Roath Brook 
SNCI; 

• We would recommend the Roath Brook corridor is enhanced 
through appropriate planting within the scheme design with the 
inclusion of bird and bat boxes as appropriate. 

Summary Subject to sensitive development design including provision of 
enhancements to the Roath Brook corridor the development is likely to meet 
all legislative and planning requirements with regard biodiversity. 
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GLOSSARY 

Badger Act Protection of Badgers Act 1992 

BCT Bat Conservation Trust 

BoCC Bird(s) of Conservation Concern 

BSI British Standard Institute 

BTO British Trust for Ornithology 

CEMP Construction Environment Management Plan 

CEnv Chartered Environmentalist 

CIEEM Chartered Institute of Ecology & Environmental Management 

CRoW Act Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

DEFRA Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Env (Wales) Act Environment (Wales) Act 

EPS European Protected Species 

EPSL European Protected Species Licence 

GCN Great Crested Newt 

Habitats Regulations Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

HAP Habitat Action Plan 

Hedgerow Regulations The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 

HMP Habitat Management Plan 

HPI Habitat(s) of Principal Importance 

JNCC Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

LERC Local Ecological Record Centre 

LBAP Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

LNR Local Nature Reserve 

LPA Local Planning Authority 

LWS Local Wildlife Site 

MCIEEM Member of Chartered Institute of Ecology & Environmental Management 

Natura 2000 site A European site designated for its nature conservation value 

NERC Act Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 

NNR National Nature Reserve 

NRW Natural Resources Wales 

PEA Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

SAC Special Area of Conservation 

SAP Species Action Plan 

SNCO Statutory Nature Conservation Organisations 

SPA Special Protection Area 

SPI Species of Principal Importance 

SSSI Site(s) of Special Scientific Interest 

VC Vice County 

W&CA Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

Tetra Tech was commissioned by Tetra Tech Planning on behalf of W. Wing Yip (London) Ltd on 30th 

July 2021 to undertake an updated Ecological Appraisal of the site off Norwich Road in Cardiff. 

This report has been prepared by Chris Meddins, Tetra Tech Associate Director and the conditions 

pertinent to it are provided in Appendix A. 

1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION 

The ‘site’ is located is located off Norwich Road to the rear of Evans Halshaw car dealership and is 

centred at Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference ST 20681 78329– see Figure 1. The site area 

totals approximately 0.4 ha. 

The site includes previously developed land with buildings demolished from 2012 onwards. The site 

currently includes areas of hard standing and rubble with scattered scrub and ephemeral vegetation.  

An electricity pylon is located to the south of the site and is dominated by dense bramble scrub. Roath 

Brook corridor is located to the northwest boundary with commercial/ retail units to all other 

boundaries.  

1.3 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

The proposal includes up to 15 employment units with a total floorspace of 1,821 sqm GIA and 

associated car parking. The proposed use classes include Class B1 and/ or B2 and/ or B8- see Holder 

Mathias architects drawing SK-01-03. 

1.4 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to complete: 

• A desk study to obtain existing information on statutory and non-statutory sites of nature 

conservation interest and relevant records of protected/notable species within the site and its 

zone of influence; 

• An extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey, involving a walkover of the site to record habitat types 

and dominant vegetation, including any invasive species, and a reconnaissance survey for 

evidence of protected fauna or habitats capable of supporting such species; 

• An assessment of the potential ecological receptors present on site, identify any constraints 

they pose to future development and (if possible) any recommendations for any further 

surveys, avoidance, mitigation or enhancement measures that are needed (as appropriate). 

Note that scientific names are provided at the first mention of each species and common names 

(where appropriate) are then used throughout the rest of the report for ease of reading. 

A summary of the key legislation is also provided in Appendix A.  
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2.0 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 DESK STUDY 

2.1.1 Local Ecological Records Centre 
Data was requested from a number of sources as shown in Table 1  

Table 1: Desk Study data obtained 

Data Source  Data Accessed/ Received  Data obtained 

Magic1 16/09/2021 Statutory Designated Sites 

South East Wales Biodiversity 
Records Centre (SEWBReC)  

18/07/2017 A search was completed as 
part of the 2017 Phase 1 of 
statutory, non-statutory and 
protected and notable records 
within 2km of ST2070078400 

The data search did not cover: 

• Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) (however these were supplied by the client); or 

• Conservation Areas designated for their special architectural and historic interest. 

2.2 FIELD SURVEYS 

The following methodologies have been used to identify the ecological receptors present on or near 

the site, which are relevant to the proposed development. 

2.2.1 Habitats 
An extended Phase 1 habitat survey was undertaken on the site on 17th August 2021 by Tetra Tech 

Associate Director Chris Meddins.  The weather conditions were warm and dry. 

The vegetation and broad habitat types within the site were noted during the survey in accordance 

with the categories specified for a Phase 1 Vegetation and Habitat Survey (JNCC, 2010). Dominant 

plant species were recorded for each habitat present using nomenclature according to Stace (2019). 

The site was also appraised for its suitability to support notable flora, with regard to the Guidelines for 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (CIEEM, 2017). 

2.3 PROTECTED & NOTABLE SPECIES 

The site was inspected for evidence of, and its potential to support, protected or notable species, 

especially those listed under the Schedule 2 of the Habitat Regulations, Schedule 5 of the W&CA and 

those given extra protection under the Env (Wales) Act, and species included in the Cardiff LBAP. 

2.3.1 Great Crested Newt 
The site was appraised for its suitability to support GCN. The assessment was based on Guidance 

outlined in the Herpetofauna Workers’ Manual (Gent & Gibson, 2003) and the Great Crested Newt 

Conservation Handbook (Langton, Becket & Foster, 2001). 

 

 
1 www.magic.gov.uk 
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2.3.2 Reptiles 
The site was appraised for its suitability to support reptiles. The assessment was based on guidance 

outlined in the Herpetofauna Workers’ Manual (Gent & Gibson, 2003). 

2.3.3 Bats 

Roosting Bats – Buildings / Structures / Trees 

Any suitable buildings, structures or trees on site were assessed from the ground for their suitability to 

support breeding, resting and hibernating bats using survey methods based on the BCT Bat Surveys 

for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines (Collins, 2016) – hereafter referred to as the 

‘BCT Guidelines’. The categories used to classify the bat roost suitability of any features found, are 

explained in Table 2 below. 

Table 2: Categories of Bat Roost Suitability (BCT Guidelines) 

Suitability Typical Roosting Features 

Negligible Negligible habitat feature on site likely to be used by roosting bats. 

Low A structure with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by individual 
bats opportunistically. However, these potential roost sites do not provide enough 
space, shelter, protection, appropriate conditions and/or suitable surrounding habitat 
to be used on a regular basis or by larger numbers of bats (i.e. unlikely to be 
suitable for maternity or hibernation). 

A tree of sufficient size and age to contain potential roost features but with none 
seen from the ground or features seen with only very limited roosting potential. 

Moderate A structure or tree with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by bats 
due to their size, shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding habitat but unlikely 
to support a roost of high conservation status (with respect to roost type only – the 
assessments in this table are made irrespective of species conservation status, 
which is established after presence is confirmed). 

High A structure or tree with one or more potential roost sites that are obviously suitable 
for use by larger numbers of bats on a more regular basis & potentially for longer 
periods of time due to their size, shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding 
habitat. 

Foraging/commuting Bats 

The BCT Guidelines use the criteria in Table 3 below to categorise the potential value of habitats and 

features for use by foraging and commuting bats and these have been used to characterise the value 

of this site. 

Table 3: Categories of Habitat Suitability (BCT Guidelines) 

Suitability Typical Foraging & Commuting Features 

Negligible Negligible habitat features on site likely to be used by commuting or foraging bats. 

Low Habitat that could be used by small numbers of commuting bats such as a gappy 
hedgerow or unvegetated stream, but isolated, i.e. not very well connected to the 
surrounding landscape by other habitat. 

Suitable, but isolated habitat that could be used by small numbers of foraging bats 
such as a lone tree (not in a parkland situation) or a patch of scrub. 

Moderate Continuous habitat connected to the wider landscape that could be used by bats for 
commuting such as lines of trees and scrub or linked back gardens. 

Habitat that is connected to the wider landscape that could be used by bats for 
foraging such as trees, scrub, grassland or water. 
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Suitability Typical Foraging & Commuting Features 

High Continuous high-quality habitat that is well connected to the wider landscape that is 
likely to be used regularly by commuting bats such as river valleys, streams, 
hedgerows, lines of trees and woodland edge. 

High-quality habitat that is well connected to the wider landscape that is likely to be 
used regularly by foraging bats such as broadleaved woodland, tree-lined 
watercourses and grazed parkland. 

Site is close to and connected to known roosts. 

2.3.4 Badger 
The site was surveyed for evidence of badger setts or other badger activity such as paths, latrines or 

signs of foraging. Methodologies used and any setts recorded were classified according to published 

criteria (Harris, Cresswell & Jefferies, 1989).  

2.3.5 Hazel Dormouse 
The site was surveyed for its suitability to support hazel dormice. The assessment was based on 

guidance outlined in Bright, Morris and Mitchell-Jones (2006). 

2.3.6 Other Species 
The site was also appraised for its suitability to support other protected or notable fauna including 

mammals, amphibians, birds and invertebrates with regard to the Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal (CIEEM, 2017) and BS42020:2013 Biodiversity – Code of Practice for Planning and 

Development (BSI, 2013). Evidence of any current or historical presence of such species was 

recorded. 

2.3.7 Invasive Species 
The site was searched for evidence of invasive plant species, such as Japanese knotweed Reynoutria 

japonica (formerly Fallopia japonica), Indian (Himalayan) balsam Impatiens glandulifera, giant 

hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum, wall cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis and rhododendron 

Rhododendron ponticum × Rhododendron maximum. A full list of all invasive plant species is provided 

in Appendix B. 

2.4 LIMITATIONS 

To determine presence or likely absence of protected species usually requires multiple visits at 

suitable times of the year. As a result, this survey focuses on assessing the potential of the site to 

support species of note, which are considered to be of principal importance for the conservation of 

biodiversity with reference to those given protection under UK or European wildlife legislation. This 

report cannot therefore be considered a comprehensive assessment of the ecological interest of the 

site. However, it does provide an assessment of the ecological interest present on the day the site was 

visited and highlights areas where further survey work may be recommended. 

The details of this report will remain valid for a period of two years from the date of the survey, after 

which the validity of this assessment should be reviewed to determine whether further updates are 

necessary. Note that the recommendations within this report should be reviewed (and reassessed if 

necessary) should there be any changes to the red line boundary or development proposals which this 

report was based on.
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3.0 RESULTS & EVALUATION 

3.1 DESIGNATED SITES 

The following designated sites of ecological importance have been identified within 2km (statutory sites) and 1km (non-statutory sites) of the site.  

Table 4: Designated Sites Within Search Area 

Designation Site Name 
Distance &  
Direction 
from Site 

Reasons for designation 
Ecological Value/ Potential Impacts 

SAC, SPA, 
Ramsar & 
SSSI 

Severn Estuary  1.5km SE The Severn Estuary is a large estuary with 
extensive intertidal mud-flats and sand-flats. The 
species-poor invertebrate community includes 
high densities of ragworms, lugworms and other 

invertebrates forming an important food source 
for passage and wintering waders. The site is of 
importance during the spring and autumn 
migration periods for waders moving up the west 
coast of Britain, as well as in winter for large 
numbers of water birds. 

The site is separated from the River Severn 
to the south east by extensive areas of 
commercial and residential development 
forming the Cardiff urban area. The Roath 
Brook which forms the northern boundary 
drains into Rnymney River and subsequently 
Severn Estuary and therefore standard 
mitigation measures should be used during 
construction (including a site-specific CEMP 
which would include general best practice 
construction methods and guidance such as 
Guidance for Pollution Prevention: Works 
and maintenance in or near water: GPP5 
(NRW et al., 2018). 

Due to the scale of the development and 
distance from the site no operational impacts 
are predicted. 

SSSI Rhymney River 
Section 

0.5km NNE Designated for its geological interest No likely significant impacts due to distance 
and qualifying features. 

SSSI Rumney Quarry 0.8km NE Designated for its geological interest No likely significant impacts due to distance 
and qualifying features. 

SSSI Penylan Quarry 0.87km NW Designated for its geological interest No likely significant impacts due to distance 
and qualifying features. 
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Designation Site Name 
Distance &  
Direction 
from Site 

Reasons for designation 
Ecological Value/ Potential Impacts 

SSSI Gwent Levels- 
Rumney and 
Peterstone 

1.56km E The Rumney and Peterstone area supports a 
number of important plant species including the 
nationally rare brackish water-crowfoot 
Ranunculus baudotii and several regional rarities 
including the blunt-leaved pondweed 
Potamogeton obtusifolius and small pondweed 
Potamogeton berchtoldii. The northern section of 
this SSSI is a stronghold on the Gwent Levels for 
the flowering rush Butomus umbellatus 

No likely significant impacts due to distance 
and qualifying features. 

SINC Roath Brook Adjacent to 
north 
boundary 

Designated as a small watercourse which 
supports good aquatic emergent or bankside 
plant communities, protected and priority species 
recorded such as eel, house sparrow, kingfisher 
and sea trout. In addition the vegetation along 
the Roath Brook at this point is known to support 
hazel dormice and is likely to be important for 
this species and bats (pers.comm Matthew 

Harris, Cardiff Council Ecologist email dated 17th 

August 2021). 

No direct impacts likely however the below 
should be implemented to reduce the 
potential for adverse indirect impacts: 

• a site-specific CEMP which would include 
general best practice construction 
methods; 

• a sensitive lighting design during 
construction and operation to minimise 
impacts on wildlife potentially utilising 
Roath Brook SINC, including hazel 
dormice, bats, otter and birds. This should 
be implemented through consultation with 
the lighting designers to reduce impacts 
with reference to the BCT ‘Bats and 
Lighting’ document (2009). The external 
lighting design should meet a number of 
criteria to ensure that the environmental 
effects of artificial lighting are managed to 
a high standard with limited impacts to the 
boundary habitats; 

In addition additional landscape planting to 
northern development boundary to create a 
buffer to Roath Brook SINC provide an 
enhancement to meet the Environment 



 

tetratecheurope.com 9 

Designation Site Name 
Distance &  
Direction 
from Site 

Reasons for designation 
Ecological Value/ Potential Impacts 

(Wales) Act 2016 and Planning Policy Wales 
requirements. 

SINC Rhymney River 
Valley Complex 

0.2km N Designated for its vascular plants neutral and 
marshy grassland, priority habitat include 
lowland meadow, purple moor grass and rush 
pasture. Protected/priority species include hazel 
dormice, eel, redpoll and song thrush 

No likely significant impacts due to distance 
and qualifying features if above measures for 
Roath Brook SINC incorporated. 

SINC River Rhymney 0.2km E One of the three main rivers within Cardiff, it is 
important for migratory fish, otters, wildfowl and 
bankside vegetation that acts as a major wildlife 
corridor 

No likely significant impacts due to distance 
and qualifying features if above measures for 
Roath Brook SINC incorporated. 

SINC Rhymney 
Grassland East 

0.3km E Designated for its neutral and calcareous 
grassland, protected/priority species recorded 
within this area include house sparrow, lapwing 
redshank, song thrush and starling 

No likely significant impacts due to distance 
and qualifying features. 

SINC Lamby North 0.4km E An inland saltmarsh with characteristic saltmarsh 
species such as milkwort and English scurvy 
grass and protected species such as lapwing 
and redshank. 

No likely significant impacts due to distance 
and qualifying features. 

LNR Howardian 0.9km N Designated a Local Nature Reserve in 1991. 
There is a great variety of habitats with 
interesting flora and fauna. Protected species 
known within the reserve include, dormice and 
slow worms 

No likely significant impacts due to distance 
and qualifying features. 

SINC Llanederyn 
Woodlands 
Complex 

0.9km NW Previously one large woodland the site now 
consists of 12 sections of ancient semi-natural 
woodland, together they create a mosaic of 
woodland within the area 

No likely significant impacts due to distance 
and qualifying features. 

3.2 HABITATS 

The following habitats have been identified through our assessment and a Phase 1 habitat map can be found in Figure 2.  
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Habitats which could be adversely affected by the proposed works are shown in Table 5 below. These habitats are further discussed in Section 4 of this 

report.  Habitats which are not considered to be adversely affected by the proposed works are excluded from further assessment.  

Table 5: Habitat Evaluation  

Habitat  Result Legal/ 

Planning 
Policy2 

Importance Assessment & Summary Design 
Recommendations 

Hard 
Standing 

The site is dominated by hard standing consisting of a 
concrete slab and rubble hardcore with small areas of 
ruderal and ephemeral vegetation associated with cracks 
in the slab. 

 

None  Habitat has low ecological value and no further mitigation is 
required. 

Ruderal and 
ephemeral 
vegetation 

Small isolated areas of ephemeral and ruderal vegetation 
are present across the site associated with cracks in the 
concrete slab and include common nettle, herb Robert 
and hedge mustard. 

None Habitat has low ecological value as it is isolated in an urban 
setting surrounded by hard standing with no connectivity to 
Roath Brook. No further mitigation is required. 

Dense and 
Scattered 
Scrub 

 

Small isolated areas of scattered scrub are located across 
the site including buddleja and bramble and scattered 
across rubble pile.  

In addition, a larger area of dense bramble scrub was 
recorded associated with the overhead powerline pylon in 

None Habitat has low ecological value as it is isolated in an urban 
setting surrounded by hard standing with no connectivity to 
Roath Brook.  

Dense scrub has potential to be used by common breeding 
birds (see Section 3.3). 

 

 
2 In Wales Priority Habitat under Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 
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Habitat  Result Legal/ 

Planning 
Policy2 

Importance Assessment & Summary Design 
Recommendations 

the south of the site adjacent to the entrance from 
Norwich Road. 

 

Rubble A large rubble pile is located in the centre of the site likely 
from the demolition of previous buildings and/ or the 
breakup of the concrete slab for the previous recent 
development to the north of the site. Scattered scrub and 
ruderal/ ephemeral species are associated. In addition, 
areas of fly tip waste are present to the site boundaries. 

None Habitat has low ecological value as it is isolated in an urban 
setting surrounded by hard standing with no connectivity to 
Roath Brook.  

Potential suitability to reptiles likely to be present to north of 
site associated with Roath Brook (see Section 3.3). 

3.3 PROTECTED & NOTABLE SPECIES 

Species which could be adversely affected by the proposed works are shown in Table 6 below. Species which are not considered to be adversely affected 

by the proposed works are excluded from further assessment. 

Table 6: Species Evaluation  

Species  Result Legal/ 
Policy 

Importance Assessment & Summary 
Recommendations 

Reptiles  The SEWBReC data search returned 13 records of 
reptiles within 2 km of the site, these records were for 
slow worm and common lizard. Six of these records were 

WCA, Env 
Act LBAP  

No significant populations likely to be present however the 
loss of the rubble pile could impact individual reptiles. 
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Species  Result Legal/ 
Policy 

Importance Assessment & Summary 
Recommendations 

located within Howardian LNR located 0.9 km north of the 
site. 

The site is dominated by hard standing of no potential for 
reptiles however the rubble pile provides limited potential 
habitat for basking and foraging (and potentially 
hibernation) for common reptiles potentially present in 
Roath Brook adjacent to the site. 

To prevent injury/ killing of individual reptiles it is 
recommended the rubble piles are cleared destructive 
search under the supervision of an Ecological Clerk of 
Works. Any reptiles found during the works will be moved to 
areas of suitable retained habitat (the Roath Brook SINC). 
All removal of the rubble pile should be carried out during 
the reptile active period (April to early October) to prevent 
any impacts on hibernating reptiles. 

Bats  The SEWBReC data search returned 143 bat records 
within 2km including unspecified chiroptera bat (25 
records), pipistrelle species (99 records), common 
pipistrelle 1 records), soprano pipistrelle (6 records), 
noctule (12 records).  

No suitable roosting features for bats were recorded 
onsite. 

The majority of the site comprises man-made habitats 
(hard standing etc) of negligible suitability to foraging and 
commuting bats. However, Roath Brook located adjacent 
to the north of the site has bat commuting and foraging 
potential as it is a liner feature which helps to connect to 
other potentially suitable habitat. Therefore, the site is 
assessed as negligible suitability for foraging and 
commuting bats but Roath Brook is assessed as 
moderate suitability. 

WCA, Env 
Act, LBAP, 
WMA 

Potential impact on suitable foraging/ commuting habitat.  

No further surveys are recommended for the development 
and subject to the inclusion of a sensitive lighting design, as 
detailed in Table 4, no significant impacts on bats are 
considered likely.  

Additional enhancements could include the incorporation of 
bat boxes on the rear of buildings (facing the Roath Brook 
SINC corridor) to meet the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
and Planning Policy Wales requirements. 

Hazel 
dormouse 

The SEWBReC data search returned 343 records of hazel 
dormouse within 2km of the site with the majority 
associated with the Howardian LNR. In addition the 
vegetation along the Roath Brook at this point is known to 
support hazel dormice and is likely to be important for this 
species (pers.comm Matthew Harris, Cardiff Council 
Ecologist email dated 17th August 2021). 

No suitable habitat for hazel dormice is present onsite.  

EPS, WCA, 
Env Act, 
LBAP 

No further mitigation required however any additional 
landscape planting to the northern development boundary 
to create a buffer to Roath Brook SINC should seek to use 
native species of known value to hazel dormice. This will 
provide an enhancement to meet the Environment (Wales) 
Act 2016 and Planning Policy Wales requirements. 

Birds The SEWBReC data search returned over 700 records of 
birds within 2km of the site.  

WCA, Env 
Act, BoCC 

The dense scrub should be retained within the 
development, however if this is not possible standard 
mitigation measures during construction should be 
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Species  Result Legal/ 
Policy 

Importance Assessment & Summary 
Recommendations 

The dense scrub associated with the overhead powerline 
pylon has the potential to be used by a range of common 
bird species. 

incorporated to prevent impacts including the removal of 
suitable vegetation outside the bird breeding season (March 
to September inclusive).  

Additional enhancements could include the incorporation of 
bird boxes on the rear of buildings (facing the Roath Brook 
SINC corridor) to meet the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
and Planning Policy Wales requirements. 

Otter The SEWBReC data search returned three records for 
otter within 2km of the site.  

The site provides no suitable habitat for otter however the 
adjacent Roath Brook SINC could potentially be used for 
commuting. 

EPS, WCA, 
Env Act 
WMA, 
LBAP 

Potential impact on suitable commuting habitat.  

No further surveys are recommended for the development 
and subject to the inclusion of a sensitive lighting design, as 
detailed in Table 4, no significant impacts on otters are 
considered likely.  

Key 

EPS (European Protected species) - with associated legal obligations under Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations, 2017 – species and young (including eggs) protected from 
harm, disturbance, damage of breeding / resting place and taking from wild. Potential 
effects on these species are a material consideration during the making of planning decisions 
and appropriate survey information is required to inform such decisions.  
LBAP (Cardifft Local Biodiversity Action Plan).  
WMA (Wild Mammals Act) – Wild mammals protected from persecution (killing/injury, with 
intent) 
Env Act – Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

WCA (Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended) – Domestically Protected Species 
with associated legal obligations, making it an offence to kill, injure or take any species listed 
on Schedule 5 or any wildlife bird and take, damage or destroy the nest and/or eggs of any 
wild bird. 
Sch1 WCA – Birds listed under Schedule 1 of the WCA are afforded increased legal 
protections from disturbance while breeding as well as those protections listed under WCA. 
Potential effects on WCA protected species are a material consideration during the making of 
planning decisions and appropriate survey information is required to inform such decisions. 
BoCC – Birds of Conservation Concern where red and amber listed birds have recognised 
conservation value and require consideration during planning. 
PBA (Protection of Badgers Act 1992) – Badgers receive protection from persecution (killing, 
injuring and taking) and destruction/disturbance of their setts and the preservation of these 
species is a consideration in the making of planning decisions. 
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4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 FURTHER SURVEY 

No further surveys are recommended due to the limited habitat potential recorded within the site. 

4.2 OPPORTUNITIES FOR MITIGATION AND ENHANCEMENTS 

Areas of the habitats present would be required to be lost to facilitate development however these 

would include low value habitats dominated by hard standing.). 

It is recommended standard mitigation during construction (including a site-specific CEMP which 

would include general best practice construction methods and guidance such as Guidance for 

Pollution Prevention: Works and maintenance in or near water: GPP5 (NRW et al., 2018)) and 

operation (sensitive lighting design etc) would be included.  Further general mitigation measures 

should be included within the CEMP with broad measures as below: 

• Working Hours - Works will be restricted to daylight hours wherever possible to minimise 

disturbance. 

• Artificial Lighting Controls - Some additional lighting may be required during the construction 

phase of the development. If any additional lighting is required, the sighting of this and use of 

directional lights will be discussed with the ecologist to minimise any risk of disturbance on 

any fauna that may potentially be present in the working area. 

• During construction, site speed limits of 15mph will be enforced to reduce the likelihood of 

accidental injury/killing by construction traffic; 

• Any temporarily exposed excavation will have sloped edges to reduce the potential for animals 

to become trapped in excavations. If this is not possible a mammal exit ramp (i.e. plank) or 

sloped exit route in the soil/ ground will be provided before site personnel leave site (i.e. at 

night time). 

Additional enhancement opportunities include the potential to include a landscape buffer to the north 

of the site to reduce impacts on the Roath Brook SINC and provision of bat and bird boxes as 

appropriate. 

The mitigation proposals would meet the requirements of Environment (Wales) Act which sets a duty 

on public authorities to take maintain and enhance biodiversity and in doing so promote the resilience 

of ecosystems. In addition the proposals will meet Section 5.2.8 of Planning Policy Wales which states 

‘The planning system has an important part to play in meeting biodiversity objectives by promoting 

approaches to development which create new opportunities to enhance biodiversity, prevent 

biodiversity losses, or compensate for losses where damage is unavoidable.’ 
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FIGURES 

 
Figure 1 – Site Location Plan 

Figure 2 – Phase 1 Habitat Plan 
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APPENDIX A – KEY LEGISLATION 

 

Habitats Directive 

The Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora, or the 
‘Habitats Directive’, is a European Union directive adopted in 1992 in response to the Bern Convention. Its aims 
are to protect approximately 220 habitats and 1,000 species listed in its several Annexes. 

In the UK, the Habitats Directive is transposed into national law via the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 (as amended) in England and Wales, and via the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended) in Northern Ireland. 

Birds Directive 

The EC Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (791409/EEC) or ‘Birds Directive’ was introduced to achieve 
favourable conservation status of all wild bird species across their distribution range. In this context, the most 
important provision is the identification and classification of Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for rare or vulnerable 
species listed in Annex 1 of the Directive, as well as for all regularly occurring migratory species, paying particular 
attention to the protection of wetlands of international importance. 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

Regulations place a duty on the Secretary of State to propose a list of sites which are important for either habitats 
or species (listed in Annexes I or II of the Habitats Directive respectively) to the European Commission. These 
sites, if ratified by Ministers, are then designated as Special Protection Areas (SPAs) within six years.  Public 
bodies must also help preserve, maintain and re-establish habitats for wild birds. 

The 2018 amendments mainly related to the impact of the People Over Wind decision and some implications 
arising for neighbourhood plan development and a range of other planning tools including Local Development 
Orders and Permission in Principle – see here for full details:  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/1307/note/made 

The Regulations make it an offence to deliberately capture, kill, disturb or trade in the animals listed in Schedule 2, 
or pick, uproot, destroy, or trade in the plants listed in Schedule 5 - see below: 

Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

This is the principal mechanism for the legislative protection of wildlife in the UK. This legislation is the chief means 
by which the ‘Bern Convention’ and the Birds Directive are implemented in the UK. Since it was first introduced, 
the Act has been amended several times. 

The Act makes it an offence to (with exception to species listed in Schedule 2) intentionally: 

• kill, injure, or take any wild bird; 

• take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use; or 

• take or destroy an egg of any wild bird. 

Or to intentionally do the following to a wild bird listed in Schedule 1: 

• disturbs any wild bird while it is building a nest or is in, on or near a nest containing eggs or young; or 

• disturbs dependent young of such a bird. 

In addition, the Act makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to: 

• intentionally or recklessly kill, injure or take any wild animal listed on Schedule 5;  

• interfere with places used for shelter or protection, or intentionally disturbing animals occupying such 
places; and 

• The Act also prohibits certain methods of killing, injuring, or taking wild animals. 

Finally, the Act also makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to: intentionally pick, uproot or destroy any wild 
plant listed in Schedule 8, or any seed or spore attached to any such wild plant; unless an authorised person, 
intentionally uproot any wild plant not included in Schedule 8; or sell, offer or expose for sale, or possess (for the 
purposes of trade), any live or dead wild plant included in Schedule 8, or any part of, or anything derived from, 
such a plant. 

Following all amendments to the Act, Schedule 5 ‘Animals which are Protected’ contains a total of 154 species of 
animal, including several mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and invertebrates. Schedule 8 ‘Plants which are 
Protected’ of the Act, contains 185 species, including higher plants, bryophytes and fungi and lichens. A 
comprehensive and up-to-date list of these species can be obtained from the JNCC website. 
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Part 14 of the Act makes unlawful to plant or otherwise cause to grow in the wild any plant which is listed in Part II 
of Schedule 9.  

It is recommended that plant material of these species is disposed of as bio-hazardous waste, and these plants 
should not be used in planting schemes. 

Protection of Badgers Act 1992 

The main legislation protecting badgers in England and Wales is the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (the 1992 
Act). Under the 1992 Act it is an offence to: wilfully kill, injure, take or attempt to kill, injure or take a badger; dig for 
a badger; interfere with a badger sett by, damaging a sett or any part thereof, destroying a sett, obstructing access 
to a sett, causing a dog to enter a sett or disturbing a badger while occupying a sett. 

The 1992 Act defines a badger sett as: “any structure or place which displays signs indicating current use by a 
badger” 

Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

As part of the Welsh Government’s commitment to reversing the decline in biodiversity in Wales and increasing the 
resilience of its ecosystems, the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 aims to build greater resilience into our 
ecosystems. Biodiversity and well-functioning ecosystems provide natural solutions that build resilience, which in 
turn help society create jobs, support livelihoods and human well-being, adapt to the adverse impacts of climate 
change and contribute to sustainable development. 

Part 1 of the Environment Act sets out Wales' approach to planning and managing natural resources at a national 
and local level with a general purpose linked to statutory 'principles of sustainable management of natural 
resources' defined within the Act. 

Section 6 under Part 1 of the Act places an enhanced duty on public authorities to ‘seek to maintain and enhance 
biodiversity’ so far as it is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions. In so doing, public authorities 
must also seek to ‘promote the resilience of ecosystems’. This duty replaces the section 40 duty in the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC Act 2006), in relation to Wales, and applies to those 
authorities that fell within the previous duty. 

Section 7 replaces the duty in section 42 of the NERC Act 2006. The Welsh Ministers will publish, review and 
revise lists of living organisms and types of habitat in Wales, which they consider are of key significance to sustain 
and improve biodiversity in relation to Wales. The Welsh Ministers must also take all reasonable steps to maintain 
and enhance the living organisms and types of habitat included in any list published under this section, and 
encourage others to take such steps. Certain public authorities will also be required to consider the section 7 list, in 
complying with the new biodiversity duty under section 6 of the Act. The list is important in assisting public bodies 
to identify potential issues that they may wish to address in meeting their well-being objectives, in addition to 
contributing to the well-being goal ‘a resilient Wales’ (Goal 2). The current Section 7 lists are interim lists which are 
exactly the same as the previous list under Section 42 of the NERC Act, and is under review in consultation with 
NRW. 

Part 1 of the Act, including Sections 6 and 7, came into force on 21st May 2016 

Hedgerow Regulations 1997 

The Hedgerow Regulations were made under Section 97 of the Environment Act 1995 and came into force in 
1997. They introduced new arrangements for local planning authorities in England and Wales to protect important 
hedgerows in the countryside, by controlling their removal through a system of notification. Important hedgerows 
are defined by complex assessment criteria, which draw on biodiversity features, historical context and the 
landscape value of the hedgerow. 

Birds of Conservation Concern 

This is a review of the status of all birds occurring regularly in the United Kingdom. It is regularly updated and is 
prepared by leading bird conservation organisations, including the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee (JNCC) and The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). 

The latest report was produced in 2015 (Eaton et al, 2015) and identified 67 red list species, 96 amber species, 
and 81 green species. The criteria are complex, but generally:  

• Red list species are those that have shown a decline of the breeding population, non-breeding 
population or breeding range of more than 50% in the last 25 years. 

• Amber list species are those that have shown a decline of the breeding population, non-breeding 
population or breeding range of between 25%  and 50% in the last 25 years. Species that have a UK 
breeding population of less than 300 or a non-breeding population of less than 900 individuals are also 
included, together with those whose 50% of the population is localised in 10 sites or fewer and those 
whose 20% of the European population is found in the UK. 
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• Green list species are all regularly occurring species that do not qualify under any of the red or amber 
criteria are green listed 

Global IUCN Red List 

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Threatened Species was devised to provide a list of 
those species that are most at risk of becoming extinct globally. It provides taxonomic, conservation status and 
distribution information about threatened taxa around the globe.  

The system catalogues threatened species into groups of varying levels of threat, which are: Extinct (EX), Extinct 
in the Wild (EW), Critically Endangered (CE), Endangered (EN), Vulnerable (VU), Near Threatened (NT), Least 
Concern (LC), Data Deficient (DD), Not Evaluated (NE). Criteria for designation into each of the categories is 
complex, and consider several principles. 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) 

Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP) identify habitat and species conservation priorities at a local level (typically 
at the County level), and are usually drawn up by a consortium of local Government organisations and 
conservation charities. 

Some LBAP’s may also include Habitat Action Plans (HAP) and/or Species Action Plans (SAP), which are used to 
guide and inform the local decision making process. 

Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996 

This Act offers protects a form of protection to all wild species of mammals, irrespective of other legislation, and 
focussed on animal welfare, rather than conservation. 

Unless covered by one of the exceptions, a person is guilty of an offence if he mutilates, kicks, beats, nails or 
otherwise impales, stabs, burns, stones, crushes, drowns, drags or asphyxiates any wild mammal with intent to 
inflict unnecessary suffering. 

It’s application is typically restricted to preventing deliberate harm to wildlife (in general) during construction works 
etc. 

 


