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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose 
1.1.1 Tir Collective is instructed by Lidl Great Britain Limited to prepare this Landscape and Visual 

Appraisal which relates the Full Planning Application for the proposed Lidl supermarket at 
Llanmaes Road, Llanmaes, Vale of Glamorgan, as shown on Figure LA.01. 

1.2 Scope of the Assessment 
1.2.1 The proposed development includes a new retail store, associated car parking 

accommodating 122 spaces, soft landscape and SuDs features.  Access to the store would be 
via Llanmaes Road on the east boundary of the site and a new pedestrian access route is 
proposed via the southern boundary.   

1.2.2 This Landscape and Visual Appraisal (LVApp) provides an assessment of the effects of the 
proposed development, on the landscape of the site and its context.  The design of the 
proposed development and the identification of mitigation measures incorporated within the 
design to minimise adverse effects, is informed by the findings of the assessment process as 
it progressed.  In this LVApp, effects on features identified as important to the scenic quality, 
or effects on the landscape character of the site and its setting are assessed.  Effects on 
peoples’ views of the site and its setting, or visual amenity, are also assessed. 

1.2.3 For the purposes of assessing the landscape and visual effects of this proposal, study areas 
have been defined:  

• The site extends to the redline boundary as shown on Figure LA.01. 

• The wider landscape context extends 3km from the site boundary 

• The visual study area extends 3km from the site boundary.  

1.2.4 The objectives of the assessment are to: 

• Describe and evaluate the landscape of the site and surrounding landscape context and 
the visual amenity of people in the surrounding area, which might be affected by the 
proposed development. 

• Examine the development proposals and analyse the potential effects on the landscape 
and visual amenity associated with the scheme’s design. 

• Provide an assessment of the landscape and visual effects of the proposed development 
with integral mitigation measures in place. 

1.2.5 The LVApp is presented with separate sections dealing with effects on landscape, and effects 
on visual amenity.  The LVApp is illustrated by plans and photographs (see Appendix 1), as 
follows: 

• Figure   LA.01 Site Location 

• Figure   LA.02 Designations  



Lidl, Llanmaes Road, Llanmaes  
Landscape and Visual Appraisal  

 

 
 

TC 22062 2 

• Figure   LA.03 Public Access 

• Figures LA.04 LANDMAP assessments 

• Figures  LA.05 Site Context and topography 

• Figures LA.06 Site Photographs 

• Figure   LA.07 Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

• Figures LA.08 Viewpoint Photographs  

1.2.6 Detailed information is presented in Appendices as follows: 

• Appendix 2 Assessment methodology 

• Appendix 3 Assessment of effects  

1.3 Assessment Methodology 
1.3.1 The methodology used for assessing the landscape and visual effects is based on the 

recommendations in Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 3rd Edition, 
published by The Landscape Institute and the Institute of Environmental Management & 
Assessment in 2013 (GLVIA3), as set out in Appendix 2. 

1.3.2 The assessment process comprises a combination of desk studies and field surveys, with 
subsequent analyses, and involved: 

• A review of landscape designations and planning policies for the landscape, and of other 
landscape studies relevant to the area, including LANDMAP assessment information and 
local landscape character assessments; 

• A survey of the site and landscape context study areas and inspection of views of the site 
from publicly accessible viewpoints, including a photographic survey.  The surveys were 
carried out by a Chartered Landscape Architect on 27th May during dry weather with 
good visibility; 

• Evaluation of the features and elements of the landscape and their contribution to the 
landscape character, context and setting, based on these studies; 

• Analysis of the development proposals and consideration of potential landscape and 
visual effects of the proposed development; 

• Assessment of the susceptibility and sensitivity of the landscape to the changes likely to 
arise from the development; 

• Identification of the extent of theoretic visibility of the proposed development and 
viewers, their susceptibility and sensitivity, and view locations, supported by a viewpoint 
analysis; and 

• Assessment of magnitude of change arising from the proposal, the degree and nature of 
effects on the landscape and on visual amenity with the mitigation proposals in place. 
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Assessment and Mitigation 

1.3.3 The effects of the development, whether beneficial or adverse, may vary in nature and 
degree through its lifecycle and, where feasible, mitigation measures are proposed to be 
incorporated in the design of the development.  Where design measures cannot address 
identified likely adverse effects, measures such as management of the construction and 
operational processes may be proposed.  The purpose of mitigation measures is first, to 
prevent or avoid the potentially adverse effects identified, and if that is not possible, to 
reduce the potential adverse effect.  Where adverse effects are unavoidable, the purpose is 
to offset or compensate for the effect.   

1.3.4 Details of the criteria for assessing landscape effects and visual effects are set out in those 
respective sections. 

Weather 

1.3.5 The weather is a factor affecting the assessment of, especially, visual impacts.  The Met 
Office1 publish average statistics for weather patterns for the region, monthly and annual, for 
maximum and minimum temperatures, days of air frost, hours of sunshine, amount of rainfall 
- both generally and the number of days when rainfall is above 1mm.  For St Athan, the 
nearest Climate station to where the site is located: 

• Rainfall above 1mm per day, which limits visibility, occurs on an average of 153 days in 
the year, about 42% of the year  

• There are on average 24.75 days when air frost occurs, which can produce hazy 
conditions limiting visibility, about 7% of the year 

• There is an average of 1691.80 hours of sunshine per annum for the station, more than 
the England SW & Wales S district average of 1530.77 hours. 

Guidance 

1.3.6 In addition to GLVIA3, the Landscape Institute’s Technical Guidance Note, Visual 
Representation of Development Proposals, September 20192  was referred to. 

1.3.7 Relevant policy, landscape character assessments, and other contextual information sources 
were also referred to, including: 

• LANDMAP assessment information and Guidance Notes. 

• Policies relevant to the landscape and visual amenity in national, regional, and local policy 
including the Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan 2011-2026. 

 
1  The data quoted are those for St Athan, England SW & Wales S, obtained from The Met Office website:  

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/uk-climate-averages/gcjs3tzpf [accessed June 2022]  
2  The Landscape Institute Guidance Note, Visualisation of development, September 2019, on LI website: 

https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/visualisation/ [accessed March 2021] 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/uk-climate-averages/gcjs3tzpf
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/visualisation/
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Photography 

1.3.8 Photographs have a special role in describing landscape character and illustrating key views.  
In order for photographs to be representative and to create an image that is as similar as 
possible to that which is seen with the human eye, the Landscape Institute (LI) advises using 
a lens with a focal length equivalent to 50mm for a 35mm Single Lens Reflex (SLR) camera, 
and a horizontal field of view of a little under 40 degrees.  The equipment used for the 
appraisal photography includes: 

• A Canon EOS 5D Mark iii digital SLR camera with a full frame sensor; 

• Canon 50mm EF 1:1.8 II lens; and 

• Manfrotto tripod and panoramic head. 

1.3.9 Photographs were taken with a focal length of 50mm, unless otherwise stated.   

1.3.10 Landscape photography includes wide angle or panoramic views requiring a sequence of 
photographs to be taken across the view.  Where this approach is taken, a series of 
overlapping photographs are digitally spliced together in PTGui Pro using a cylindrical 
projection to provide a panorama approximating to the normal field of view in a landscape 
context.  Where necessary, the contrast and brightness of individual photographs is slightly 
manipulated in order to create a consistent panorama without visible joins.   

1.3.11 The viewpoint locations were established using a camera mounted GPS device and verified 
against Ordnance Survey grid reference and height above Ordnance Datum.   

2.0 Landscape Policies and Designations 

2.1 National Planning policy 

Future Wales: The National Plan 2040 

2.1.1 Future Wales sets out the development plan for Wales, influencing “all levels of the planning 
system in Wales and will help shape Strategic and Local Development Plans.”3  The plan 
promotes development that enhances our wellbeing and our quality of life”4 and embeds the 
principles of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. The plan sets out 
development policies for Wales, dividing it into 4 regions: The North, Mid Wales, The 
Southwest, and The Southeast, the site is located in the southeast region. 

2.1.2 The key policies that are of relevance to the proposed development include: 

• Policy 1 – Where Wales will grow states “The Welsh Government supports sustainable 
growth in all parts of Wales. In three National Growth Areas there will be growth in 
employment and… investment in infrastructure. The National Growth Areas are: 

Cardiff, Newport and the Valleys 

 
3 https://gov.wales/future-wales-national-plan-2040-0 
4 Page 4, Future Wales The National Plan 2040 

https://gov.wales/future-wales-national-plan-2040-0
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[…]” 

• Policy 2 – Shaping Urban growth and Regeneration – Strategic Placemaking states “The 
growth and regeneration of towns and cities should positively contribute towards building 
sustainable places… and integrated with green infrastructure.” 

• Policy 9 – Resilient Ecological Networks and Green Infrastructure aims “To ensure the… 
provision of green infrastructure, the Welsh Government will work with key partners to: 

[…] 
… identify opportunities where existing and potential green infrastructure could be 
maximised as part of placemaking, requiring the use of nature‑based solutions as a key 
mechanism for securing sustainable growth, ecological connectivity, social equality and 
well‑being. 
… In all cases, action towards securing the maintenance and enhancement of… green 
infrastructure assets must be demonstrated as part of development proposals through 
innovative, nature‑based approaches to site planning and the design of the built 
environment.”  

• Policy 33 – National Growth Area – Cardiff, Newport and the Valleys states “Cardiff, 
Newport and the Valleys will be the main focus for growth and investment in the South 
East region…The Welsh Government supports co-ordinated regeneration and investment 
in the Valleys area to improve well‑being, increase prosperity and address social 
inequalities”.   

Planning Policy Wales 

2.1.3 Planning Policy Wales (PPW) Edition 11 published 24 February 2021 sets out the land use 
planning policies of the Welsh Government.  Its primary objective is to ensure that the 
planning system contributes towards the delivery of sustainable development and improves 
the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales, as required by the 
Planning (Wales) Act 2015, the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and other 
key legislation and resultant duties such as the Socio‑economic Duty.     

2.1.4 PPW translates The Welsh Government’s commitment to sustainable development into the 
planning system, to be taken into account when preparing development plans, so that it can 
play an appropriate role in moving towards sustainability.  The key policies that are of 
relevance to the development include: 

• Chapter 2 People and Places, paragraph 2.1 states that “Everyone engaged with or 
operating within the planning system in Wales must embrace the concept of 
placemaking… in order to achieve the creation of sustainable places and improve the 
well-being of communities.”   

Paragraph 2.27 states “Planning authorities should ensure that social, economic, 
environmental and cultural benefits are considered in the decision-making process… to 
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implement the Well-being of Future Generations Act and the Sustainable Development 
Principle.”  A key factor is environmental considerations, with relevant questions listed as:  
•   “will important features of the natural and built environment be protected and 

enhanced; 
•  is environmental protection for people and natural resources, property and 

infrastructure maximised and environmental risks prevented or appropriately 
managed; 

 […] 
•  will the causes and impacts of climate change be fully taken into account through 

location, design, build, operation… 
 […]” 

• Chapter 3 Strategic and Spatial Choices paragraph 3.9 states “The special 
characteristics of an area should be central to the design of a development. The layout, 
form, scale and visual appearance of a proposed development and its relationship to its 
surroundings are important planning considerations.”   

In relation to healthier places, paragraph 3.23 states “Green infrastructure can be an 
effective means of enhancing health and well‑being, through linking dwellings, 
workplaces and community facilities and providing high quality, accessible green spaces.” 

• Chapter 6 Distinctive & Natural Places, paragraph 6.0.2 states “The special and 
unique characteristics and intrinsic qualities of the natural and built environment must be 
protected in their own right, for historic, scenic, aesthetic and nature conservation 
reasons.”   

Section 6.2 Green infrastructure, paragraph 6.2.5 states “The quality of the built 
environment should be enhanced by integrating green infrastructure into development 
through appropriate site selection and use of creative design.” 

Section 6.3 Landscape, paragraph 6.3.3 states “All the landscapes of Wales are 
valued for their intrinsic contribution to a sense of place, and local authorities should 
protect and enhance their special characteristics, whilst paying due regard to the social, 
economic, environmental and cultural benefits they provide, and to their role in creating 
valued places.” Paragraph 6.3.4 goes on to state “Where adverse effects on landscape 
character cannot be avoided, it will be necessary to refuse planning permission.” 

• Section 6.6 Water and flood risk, paragraph 6.6.18 states “The provision of SuDS 
must be considered as an integral part of the design of new development and considered 
at the earliest possible stage when formulating proposals for new development.”  
Paragraph 6.6.19 goes on to state “Design for multiple benefits and green 
infrastructure should be secured wherever possible…” 

2.1.5 Planning Policy Wales is supplemented by 21 topic based Technical Advice Notes (TANs), of 
which the key elements of relevance to the landscape and visual aspects of the development 
are set out below: 
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TAN 5 Nature Conservation and Planning 

2.1.6 In preparing planning applications, “all relevant information” should be included and “all 
material considerations addressed in the layout, design and related access, drainage and 
infrastructure. Landscaping proposals should be included together with any measures 
designed to avoid, mitigate or compensate for potential adverse effects on nature 
conservation. Any proposals for enhancement of nature conservation interests should also be 
included”.  

TAN 12 Design 

2.1.7 TAN 12 advocates a holistic approach to design, to meet the objectives of good design, set 
out in Figure 1, which include: 

[…] 

• Character: Sustaining or enhancing local character; Promoting a successful relationship 
between public and private space; Promoting innovative design; Promoting legible 
development; Promoting quality, choice and variety; 

[…] 

• Environmental Sustainability: Achieving efficient use and protection of natural resources; 
Enhancing biodiversity; Designing for change; 

2.1.8 “Understanding the site and its immediate and wider context is the basis for a meaningful and 
sustainable design response”, including appraising “character”, including landscape character, 
skylines and vistas, prevailing uses, natural and cultural resources and locally distinctive 
features (4.3 - 4.8).  The TAN makes reference to the information available in LANDMAP in 
addition to detailed site appraisals.   

2.1.9 At 5.5.2, the TAN recognises that “good design will almost always be dependent on working 
within the natural constraints and the historic character of the landscape … The aim should 
be to achieve good design solutions which maximise the natural landscape assets and 
minimise environmental impact on the landscape. It is particularly important that proposals to 
amend or create new landscape are not considered as an afterthought and that the long-term 
impact of development on the landscape is fully understood. The quality of implementation 
and the long- term management of changes implicit in planting schemes are fundamental to a 
scheme’s success”. 

2.2 Local Planning policy 
2.2.1 The site lies within the boundaries of the Vale of Glamorgan.  Planning policy for the area is 

provided by the Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan 2011-2026, adopted in June 
2017.  Relevant policies relating to site and the proposed development are outlined below.   

Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan 2011-2026 

• Strategic Policy SP1 Delivering the Strategy seeks to “promote enjoyment of the 
countryside… and manage important environmental assets. This will be achieved by: 
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[…] 

6. Protecting and enhancing the built, natural… environment…” 

• Policy SP10 – Built and Natural Environment states “Development proposals must 
preserve and where appropriate enhance the rich and diverse built and natural 
environment and heritage of the Vale of Glamorgan including: 

[…] 

3. Special landscape areas; 

[…]” 

• Policy MD1 – Location of New Development states “New development on 
unallocated sites should: 

1. Have no unacceptable impact on the countryside; 

[…]” 

• MD2 Design of New Development states “In order to create high quality, healthy, 
sustainable and locally distinct places development proposals should: 

1. Be of a high standard of design that positively contributes to the context and character 
of the surrounding natural and built environment and protects existing features of… 
landscape interest; 

2. Respond appropriately to the local context and character of neighbouring buildings…; 

[…] 

8. Safeguard existing public and residential amenity… 

[…] 

10. Incorporate sensitive landscaping, including the retention and enhancement where 
appropriate of existing landscape features and biodiversity interests…” 

• MD8 Historic Environment states “Development proposals must protect the qualities 
of the built and historic environment of the Vale of Glamorgan, specifically: 

[…] 

3. Within designated landscapes… development proposals must respect the special 
historic character and quality of these areas, their settings or historic views or vistas…” 

2.3 Designations 
2.3.1 Designations provide an indication of landscape value.  They are areas that have been 

recognised for the scenic beauty and recreational potential of the landscape.  Designations 
are shown on Figure LA.02. 
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National Parks/ Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

2.3.2 There are no National Parks or AONBs within or close to the 3km study area.  National Parks 
and AONBs are therefore scoped out from further consideration in this LVApp.    

Special Landscape Areas 

2.3.3 Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) are a non-statutory landscape designation applied by the 
local planning authority to define areas of high landscape importance within their 
administrative boundary.  

2.3.4 The Vale of Glamorgan designated six SLAs across the unitary authority.  In February 2011, 
the Designation of Special Landscape Areas: Review Against Historic Landscapes Evaluations, 
prepared by TACP was published.  The review took into account the relevant changes to the 
LANDMAP Historic Landscape evaluations.   

2.3.5 Part of the north and northeast extent of the 3km study area is covered by the Upper and 
Lower Thaw Valley SLA.  At its nearest point it is located circa 2.05km to the northeast.   

Ancient Woodland 

2.3.6 There are some small scattered blocks of ancient woodland within the north and south of the 
3km study area.  The nearest block is a Restored Ancient Woodland Site located circa 
1.25km to the south of the site, on the southern edge of Llantwit Major.   

Heritage Coast 

2.3.7 Heritage Coasts are defined to protect coastlines from insensitive developments and need to 
be taken into account by planning authorities when making decisions on development.5 

2.3.8 The Glamorgan Heritage Coast covers the south of the 3km study area, to the south of 
Llantwit Major.  At its nearest point it is located approximately 1km to the south of the site.  
Due to the separation of the heritage coast from the site by the settlement of Llantwit Major 
and topography, it is considered that the proposed development would not affect the heritage 
coast or its setting.  It is therefore scoped out from further consideration in this LVApp.   

Historic and cultural landscape designations 

2.3.9 The setting of historic and cultural designations is a consideration during the preparation of 
landscape and visual impact appraisals as these features inform the overall landscape 
character, quality and value of the area. The LVApp does not address the effects on heritage 
assets however it considers the contribution these features make to landscape value and 
scenic quality. 

2.3.10 Relevant historic and cultural designations are shown on Figure LA.02. 

 
5 https://datamap.gov.wales/layers/inspire-nrw:NRW_HERITAGE_COAST  

https://datamap.gov.wales/layers/inspire-nrw:NRW_HERITAGE_COAST
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Conservation areas and listed buildings  

2.3.11 Llanmaes conservation area is located circa 60m to the northeast of the site.  It covers 
the majority of Llanmaes village and includes some fields around the village.  The general 
character and plan form is described as:  

“The older parts of the Llanmaes Conservation Area are grouped into two 
distinct areas, around the church in the south and around Gadlys in the 
north.  Late 20th century houses now fill the space between these two 
groups, thereby joining the two areas.   
There is a close relationship between buildings and surrounding countryside, 
with open fields providing a foil to the built environment.  The village is 
visible in its landscape setting from the by-pass.  Intervening fields to the 
north of the by-pass form an important element of separation from modern 
housing estates located on the edge of Llantwit Major. The village lies beside 
a triangle of roads with the church at the southern apex.  The spine of the 
conservation area is the narrow lane leading from the old village pump past 
the Blacksmith’s Arms to the church and beyond…  
Leading west from the church is a narrow lane whose historic origin is 
attested by its varying width and alignment.  Historic properties on its south 
side compete for attention with modern houses on the north side.”6 

2.3.12 Llammaes conservation area also contains several listed buildings in the south, including 
the Grade II* Church of St Cattwg.  The nearest listed building to the site is the Grade II 
listed Plaisted House, which is located circa 255m to the northeast.     

2.3.13 Approximately 890m to the southwest of the site is Llantwit Major conservation area and 
circa 960m to the southeast of the site is Boverton conservation area.  Due to the 
separation of the conservation areas from the site by the B4265 Road, the surrounding 
settlement area of Llantwit Major, and railway line, the conservation areas have been scoped 
out from further consideration in this LVApp.  Llanmihangel conservation area is located 
beyond 2km to the north of the site and is also scoped out from further consideration in this 
LVApp.   

Scheduled Monuments 

2.3.14 Bedford Castle is the nearest scheduled monument to the site, which is located circa 280m 
to the west, and is located alongside the Heart of the Vale Long Distance Footpath (LDFP).  It 
comprises the remains of a mottle, a grass covered mound in a field to the south of Llanmaes 
Church.7 

2.3.15 Other scheduled monuments within the 3km study area are located beyond 1km of the site.   

Register of Parks and Gardens of Historic Interest 

2.3.16 Registration is the way that a park or garden of special historic interest is recognised by law 
through the Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016. Registration is intended to help manage 

 
6 Page 10, Llanmaes Conservation area Management Plan, 2009  
7 https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/sam/FullReport?lang=en&id=3503  

https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/sam/FullReport?lang=en&id=3503
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change and protect the park or garden, its setting and its features from unsympathetic works 
that could damage its special interest.8     

2.3.17 Llanmihangel Place Grade II* is the only registered park and garden within the 3km study 
area.  It is located circa 2.45km to the north or the site and is located within the 
Llanmihangel conservation area.  The site contains a walled and terraced formal garden and 
former orchard9.  The ZTV indicates that there would be no views of the proposed 
development from the registered park and garden, it Is therefore scoped out from further 
consideration in this LVApp.   

Ecological designations 

2.3.18 Ecological designations, although not specifically related to landscape amenity and not 
assessed within this report, are an indication of landscape value.  Relevant ecological 
designations are shown on Figure LA.02.  There are no Sites of Special scientific Interest 
(SSSI) within the 3km study area.   

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) 

2.3.19 There are some small SNICs scattered within the 3km study area.  The nearest to the site is a 
pond at Frampton Court Farm, which is located circa 370m to the northwest of the site.   

Public access 

2.3.20 Public rights of way are shown on Figure LA.03.  There are no areas of open access, as 
defined by the CRoW Act within the 3km study area.   

2.3.21 Public rights of way are located throughout the 3km study area, connecting settlement, 
farmsteads and local roads.  Circa 30m to the northeast of the site a footpath transects a 
pasture field in an east direction to connect to the Heart of the Vale LDFP/ Millennium 
Heritage Trail to the south of Llanmaes village.  Circa 45m to the southeast of the site, a 
footpath skirts the pasture field boundary in a northeast direction, also connecting to the 
LDFP south of Llanmaes.   

2.3.22 Approximately 225m to the north of the site a footpath transects pasture fields west of 
Llanmaes village to connect to a local road.   

Long distance footpaths (LDFP) 

2.3.23 The Heart of the Vale LDFP transects the eastern half of the 3km study area in a south to 
north direction.  At its nearest point it is located circa 280m to the east of the site as it 
transects surrounding pasture fields before heading northwards through Llanmaes.   

2.3.24 The Millennium Heritage Trail transects the 3km study area in a southwest to north 
direction.  The route joins the Heart of the Vale LDFP to the southeast of the site in Llantwit 

 
8 https://cadw.gov.wales/advice-support/historic-assets/registered-historic-parks-gardens/understanding-registered-

historic#section-what-is-registration  
9 https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/parkgarden/FullReport?lang=&id=374  

https://cadw.gov.wales/advice-support/historic-assets/registered-historic-parks-gardens/understanding-registered-historic#section-what-is-registration
https://cadw.gov.wales/advice-support/historic-assets/registered-historic-parks-gardens/understanding-registered-historic#section-what-is-registration
https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/parkgarden/FullReport?lang=&id=374
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Major before continuing on its own route in the north of the study area, passing through 
Sigingstone and heading north beyond the study area.   

2.3.25 The Wales Coast Path transects the south of the 3km study area in a west to east 
direction, following the coastline.  At its nearest point it is located circa 2.25km from the site.   

National Cycle Routes (NCR) 

2.3.26 A short section of the 49km NCR 88 transects the 3km study area in a southwest to 
northeast direction.  It passes through Llantwit Major before passing the eastern boundary of 
the site along Llanmaes Road and continues through Llanmaes and beyond the study area.  
The route is a proposed coastal route between Newport and Margam Park, but only short 
sections of the route are currently open.10   

2.3.27 NCR 888 connects to NCR 88 in the north of Llanmaes.  It heads northwards through the 
3km study area, following the local minor road.  At its nearest point it is located circa 500m to 
the northeast of the site.   

3.0 The proposed development 
3.1.1 Details of the proposed development are provided on the planning application drawings and 

the Design and Access Statement accompanying the planning application.  This section 
describes the main aspects of the proposed development which could potentially affect 
landscape and/or visual amenity.  It also identifies features of the proposals which will assist 
in mitigating adverse landscape and visual impacts. 

3.1.2 The main feature of the proposed development is the construction of a Lidl supermarket in 
the western half of the site, which would have a maximum height of 7.1m.  The store would 
be orientated to the east and the proposed car park for 122 spaces.  The site would be 
served via an access road with pavements that would connect to Llanmaes Road along the 
east boundary of the site.  A pedestrian route is also proposed along the southern boundary 
of the site via the B4265 Road.   

3.1.3 The proposals also include the retention of the hedgerows along the south, west and 
northern boundaries, although a short section of the existing hedge along the southern 
boundary would need to be cut back to accommodate the proposed pedestrian access route.  
Along the east boundary, the existing hedgerows would be translocated to allow for the 
construction of the new pedestrian route along the proposed access road.  Four Lime trees 
would also be removed, due to the visibility splay of the improved Llanmaes Road.  New tree 
planting is proposed in the west of the site, at the rear of the proposed store, with some 
Hazel coppice.  Shrub planting is proposed around the proposed car park with planted 
bioretention features in the west and northeast of the site.  Two small rain gardens are also 
proposed in the east of the site.    

 
10 https://www.sustrans.org.uk/find-a-route-on-the-national-cycle-network/route-88/ [accessed June 2022]  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/find-a-route-on-the-national-cycle-network/route-88/
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Sources of Potential Effects on Landscape and Views 

3.1.4 The main features of the development proposal which could potentially result in landscape 
and visual impacts are: 

Construction Phase 

• Temporary fencing/hoarding protecting the site perimeter.  

• The removal of some trees and vegetation around the site boundary. 

• The clearance of material, the stripping of land. 

• Activities and movement of large vehicles and equipment during the construction period, 
including the use of tall cranes. 

• The construction of the proposed supermarket, access road and car parking, and other 
associated infrastructure.   

• Potential lighting associated with the construction works. 

Completion  

• The change of use from existing pasture to a retail site.   

• The introduction of a large building and hard landscape such as access roads, car 
parking, and other associated infrastructure within the landscape and to nearby views.   

• The addition of drainage proposals within the site such as raingardens and bioretention 
swales.  

• The impact of the proposed mitigation planting on landscape character and visual 
amenity.  

• Occupation features such as vehicle movement within the site, pedestrian activity, and 
street lighting and the external lighting of the proposed building. 

Mitigation measures 

3.1.5 The potential for adverse effects on landscape and visual amenity has been recognised and 
mitigation measures incorporated in the scheme to avoid or reduce adverse effects or to 
offset or compensate for unavoidable adverse effects.     

3.1.6 Mitigation measures incorporated into the scheme design include:  

• The retention of existing trees and vegetation around the site boundary, where possible, 
which are to be protected during the construction phase.   

• Proposed native trees and Hazel coppice in the west of the site with proposed hedgerow 
along the northwest boundary to fill in an existing gap to help integrate and visually 
soften some of the proposed development.   Species rich grass is also proposed in the 
west of the site for biodiversity interest.  
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• Hedgerow along the east boundary of the site is to be translocated to maintain green 
infrastructure and to reflect the existing field pattern.   

• The planting of trees and shrubs around the car park with planted SuDs features for 
visual and biodiversity interest.  

4.0 Effects on the Landscape 

4.1 Introduction 
4.1.1 This section deals with the effects on the landscape of the site and its surrounding context 

due to the proposed construction and retain use of the site. 

Assessment Criteria 

4.1.2 The assessment process follows the methodology for assessing effects set out in Appendix 
2. The degree of the likely landscape effects of the proposed development is determined by 
relating the sensitivity of the receptors to the changes arising from the development 
proposals, and the degree and nature of the changes in the landscape arising from the 
proposals. 

Landscape Baseline 

4.1.3 The landscape baseline is a description and analysis of the existing landscape, against which 
the effects of the proposed development are assessed, first, by reference to landscape 
character assessments for the area in which the site is located, at national and local levels 
and then, from site-specific surveys and analysis carried out for the purposes of this 
assessment. 

4.2 LANDMAP 
4.2.1 Landscape Assessment, following the LANDMAP methodology, has been undertaken for the 

Vale of Glamorgan.  The assessment uses the Natural Resources Wales (NRW) / Wales 
Landscape Partnership Group approach which separates the defining aspects of the landscape 
into five categories, or aspect layers: Geological Landscape, Landscape Habitats, Historic 
Landscape, Cultural Landscape Services, and Visual & Sensory.  It considers the relationship 
that exist between people and places; how people have given meaning to places through 
time and how the physical landscape has shaped their actions, or how their actions have 
shaped the landscape. 

4.2.2 Summarised descriptions for the most relevant aspect areas to the site and its context are 
outlined below for all five aspect layers.  The findings of the LANDMAP studies have formed 
the basis of the landscape and visual baseline within this appraisal.  Table 4-1 below defines 
the criteria that LANDMAP uses for evaluating each aspect area. 
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Table 4-1 Criteria for evaluating LANDMAP Aspect Areas11 

LANDMAP Evaluation Definition 

Outstanding of international or national importance 

High of regional or county importance 

Moderate of local importance 

Low of little or no importance 

Unassessed insufficient information exists to evaluate 
 

4.2.3 Characteristics of particular relevance to the site and its context are highlighted in bold.  
LANDMAP aspect areas for Historic Landscape and Visual and Sensory aspect layers are 
illustrated on Figures LA.04.   

Geological Landscape 

4.2.4 The site is located within the south of aspect area Llantwit-St Athan (VLFGLGL863), which 
is classified as Lowland Plateau (Level 3).  The geographical and topographical character of 
the area is described as (question GL4) “Broad, low, dissected coastal plateau underlain by 
Lias (Lower Jurassic) with steep sided valleys...” 

4.2.5 The rarity/uniqueness (question GL31) of the area is evaluated as high and the overall 
evaluation (question GL33) for the area is outstanding, as the aspect area is “Includes part 
of Monknash Coast SSSI with Pleistocene-Holocene features but with no other recorded sites 
with significant geological exposures.”12 

Landscape Habitats 

4.2.6 The site is located in the most southerly extent of aspect area Ogmore-Llantwit Arable 
Belt (VLFGLLH582), which is classified as Mosaic (Level 3). The key features that define the 
area’s biodiversity character (question LH24) are “Gently undulating landscape of the 
south-western Vale characterised by intensive agricultural management supporting large 
fields of improved grassland and arable crops... Field boundaries, occasional ponds and 
minor watercourses largely provide the focus of biodiversity interest...” 

4.2.7 The overall evaluation (question 45) for the area is moderate as “Generally the aspect 
area comprises an improved agricultural landscape of limited biodiversity interest, however 
species such as Tree Sparrow and Great Crested Newt provide additional value.”13 

 
11 LANDMAP Methodology Overview, June 2017 https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/681752/landmap-methodology-

overview-2017-eng.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=131547814890000000 
12 https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=2777 [accessed June 2022]  
13 https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=10653 [accessed June 2022]  

https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/681752/landmap-methodology-overview-2017-eng.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=131547814890000000
https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/681752/landmap-methodology-overview-2017-eng.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=131547814890000000
https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=2777
https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=10653
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Historic Landscape 

4.2.8 The site is located within the south of aspect area Llysworney and Llandough 
(VLFGLHL052), which is classified as Regular Fieldscape (Level 3).  The aspect area is 
described as (question HL4) “A large rural landscape of relict medieval fields, many 
small regular fields (strip)… but now with many boundaries removed creating 
larger fields but generally keeping historic character. Strip fields tend to cluster 
around the medieval settlements at…Llanmaes... Bronze Age round barrows are broadly 
distributed across the aspect area, a significant number are well-preserved and as such are 
protected…”  

4.2.9 The overall evaluation (question HL40) for the area is high, as the aspect area is “A rich 
multi-period landscape with evidence of occupation from the Bronze Age, Iron Age, 
Roman, medieval and post-medieval periods. The dominant landscape pattern, 
represented by small nucleated settlements set within a largely regular fieldscape 
of medieval origin, is well defined...”14 

4.2.10 Immediately to the south of the site is aspect area Southern Vale Communication 
Corridor (VLFGLHL002), which is classified as Communications (Level 3).  The aspect area 
is described as a (question HL4) “…east to west course c.1.5km inland of the coastline across 
the lower part of the Vale, incorporating the historic settlements of Llantwit Major... The 
corridor has been used as a communication route from at least Roman times when 
it connected numerous villas... Llantwit Major is the principle historic town in the Vale…” 

4.2.11 The overall evaluation (question HL40) for the area is outstanding, as the aspect area 
“…represents a long-established communications route of considerable historic importance, 
dating back at least to the Roman period and containing a diverse, multi-period range of 
archaeological sites…”15 

Cultural Landscape Services 

4.2.12 Cultural Landscape Services (CLS) now supersedes the Cultural Landscape aspect layer, which 
was updated in 2020.  CLS responds to “Recent environment and well-being legislation and 
developments in current thinking relating to culture suggest the dataset would benefit from a 
different approach to mapping if revisited...”16  The data for CLS uses data from the other 
four aspect layers and provide no overall evaluations for each aspect area.  

4.2.13 Refer to Visual and Sensory aspect areas below. 

Visual & Sensory  

4.2.14 The site is located within the south of the extensive aspect area Lias Plateau (VLFGLVS805), 
which is classified as Open Rolling Lowland (Level 3).  The aspect area is described as 
(question VS3) “open rolling lowland plateau with high intervisibility and an exposed 

 
14 https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=7492 [accessed June 2022]  
15 https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=7443 [accessed June 2022]  
16 LANDMAP Cultural Landscape Services, Report No 336, prepared by E.K Naumann, Dr K Metcalf, Environmental Systems, 

Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru/Natural Resources Wales 

https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=7492
https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=7443
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character... Landcover is dominated by a field pattern of mostly arable fields with some 
pastoral set in managed hedgerows and fences… Trees are often associated with 
settlement or minor stream valleys. Settlements are scattered throughout the 
area… Development pressure is evident with some inappropriately detailed new 
developments near the villages and inappropriate conversions at some farms. Several minor 
roads cross the area…” 

4.2.15 The scenic quality (question VS46) of the area is evaluated as moderate and character 
(question VS48) of the area is evaluated as moderate. The overall evaluation (question 
VS50) for the area is moderate as “There are long views to the coast in places and to the 
hills over the pleasant landscape. The stone and render settlements are generally attractive 
and complement the surrounding landscape. The area is in generally good condition and has 
a fairly consistent character although fencing is eroding the field boundary pattern. The area 
is clearly a distinctively Vale landscape with plateau topography and limestone buildings. New 
housing/ development is affecting the area's character in a minor way.”17 

4.2.16 Immediately to the south of the site is aspect area Llantwit Major (VLFGLVS235), which is 
classified as Urban (Level 3).  The aspect area is described as (question VS3) “Llantwit Major 
lies on low rolling/undulating plateau with the core in a gentle valley… The outer areas 
of Llantwit Major consist of large areas of new housing, probably built over the last 10 
years. Generally these are estates with well maintained houses set in maturing 
gardens and treed streets. Several minor local roads converge on Llantwit Major which 
then form the main arterial roads within the town. The B4265 acts as bypass and 
northern boundary of the town and is a source of noise. 

4.2.17 The scenic quality (question VS46) of the area is evaluated as moderate and character 
(question VS48) of the area is evaluated as moderate. The overall evaluation (question 
VS50) for the area is moderate as “Core is well maintained with stone buildings set in 
medieval street pattern offering picturesque views. Other parts of the town are less well 
maintained… Outer housing areas spoil intrinsic pattern of settlement and provide minor 
detractor to wider landscape in parts. The core is well maintained and is of consistent and 
distinctive character. This is not reflected in the outer areas and newer commercial 
premises...”18 

LANDMAP Summary 

4.2.18 Table 4-2 below summarises the evaluations for each aspect area that the site is located in 
(overall evaluations are not provided for the Cultural Landscape Services Aspect Layer): 

 
17 https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=2824 [accessed June 2022]  
18 https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=2791 [accessed June 2022]  

https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=2824
https://landmap-portal.naturalresources.wales/view_survey.php?survey_id=2791
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Table 4-2 Summary of LANDMAP 

Aspect Layer Aspect Area name and 
Unique ID 

Classification (Level 3) Overall 
Evaluations 

Geological 
Landscape 

Llantwit-St Athan  

UID: VLFGLGL863 
Lowland Plateau Outstanding 

Landscape 
Habitats 

Ogmore-Llantwit Arable 
Belt  

UID: VLFGLLH582 
Mosaic Moderate 

Historic 
Landscape 

Llysworney and 
Llandough  

UID: VLFGLHL052 
Regular Fieldscape High 

Southern Vale 
Communication Corridor  

UID: VLFGLHL002 
Communications Outstanding 

Cultural 
Landscape 
Services 

Lias Plateau 

UID: VLFGLCLS052 
Open Rolling Lowland 

N/A 
Llantwit Major  

UID: VLFGLCLS013 
Urban 

Visual and 
Sensory 

Lias Plateau 

UID: VLFGLVS805 
Open Rolling Lowland Moderate 

Llantwit Major  

UID: VLFGLVS235 
Urban Moderate 

Local Landscape Assessments  

4.2.19 The most recently published Landscape Character assessment of relevance to the site is the 
Vale of Glamorgan County Borough Council Designation of Landscape Character 
Areas, Final Report, August 2008, prepared by TACP.  The site is located within the 
Landscape Character Area 8: Lias Plateau and is described as: 

“The inland section of the west Vales plateau is a broad, low dissected 
plateau which exhibits little visual, sensory or physical evidence of 
proximity to the coast.  Rising up to some 90m AOD, it is bounded by 
to the north by the Northern Vale Lias slopes and to the east by the Thaw 
Valley and the developed areas of St Athan and Llantwit Major.” 

4.2.20 Relevant key policy and management issues for the LCA include: 
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• Longer management of agricultural landscape features to retain the integrity of the area’s 
character, introducing cover and interest.  

• Integration of new developments into the settlement edge landscape.  

4.3 Site-Specific Appraisal 
4.3.1 The following paragraphs provide descriptions of the site and should be read alongside Site 

Context and Topography Figures LA.05 and Site Photographs Figures LA.06. 

The landscape, features, character, and aesthetics of the site 

4.3.2 The site is located to the south of Llanmaes village, north of Llantwit Major in the Vale of 
Glamorgan.  The site is comprised of a small, broadly square shaped pasture field.  The east 
boundary is defined by a field boundary hedgerow that is parallel to Llanmaes Road and has 
an access point at the centre of the boundary.  The south boundary is defined by a hedgerow 
that forms part of the vegetation buffer along the B4265 Road with Lime trees located along 
the southwest corner of the site.  The west boundary is defined by a field boundary 
hedgerow, which has a gap in the north forming access to the adjacent field.  The west half 
of the north boundary is comprised of a field hedgerow and the east half is defined by the 
curtilage of the adjacent property, including some trees.   

4.3.3 The site is situated on low-lying, generally flat ground with the northern boundary forming 
the lowest part of the site at 55m Above Ordinance Datum (AOD).  The southern of the site is 
the highest part of the site at 58m AOD.   

4.3.4 Beyond the site, to the west and the east there are medium sized pasture fields bounded by 
hedgerows with some trees.  Immediately to the north of the site there is a detached two 
storey property that is orientated towards Llanmaes Road.  Another detached proposed is 
located further to the north with the village of Llanmaes located to the northeast.  Along the 
southern edge of Llanmaes village and meandering through the area in a west to east 
direction is a small watercourse with associated riparian trees and vegetation.   Surrounding 
Llanmaes village are medium and larger sized arable fields generally bounded by hedgerows 
with some evidence of former historic field boundaries.  Minor local roads transect this area, 
connecting farmsteads and settment.  In the northwest of the 3km study area is a car racing 
circuit with Dyffryd Business Park, Vale Business Park, and Llandow Trading Estate.   

4.3.5 To the south of the site, the B4265 main road skirts the northern boundary of Llantwit Major.  
The road is lined both sides by a vegetation buffer that provides some screening.  Llantwit 
Major extends southwards and is bisected by a railway line with the valley of Col-huw 
defining the south of the settlement.  To the southeast of the site, just beyond 1km, is 
Ministry of Defence (MOD) site St Athan, which includes an airfield.  Circa 0.5km to the south 
of Llantwit Major and St Athan are the steep cliffs along the coastal edge.       

4.3.6 The site is located between Llantwit Major and Llanmaes with the adjacent B4265 influencing 
its rural qualities.  Sound associated with the main road and views of associated infrastructure 
such as road signs and traffic lights detract from the rural setting of the site.  The 
watercourse with riparian vegetation to the north provides some screening between Llanmaes 
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and the site, and almost forms a gateway into the village with pasture fields to the south of 
the watercourse turning into managed improved grassland that has a distinct character that 
forms part of the village conservation area.  Distant sound associated with the car racing 
track in the northwest of the study area is also a detracting feature.   

4.3.7 Due to its lowland setting, views from within the site are limited to the short and mid-distance 
and contributes to some sense of enclosure.  The vegetation buffer along the B4265 main 
road screens views to the south with no views of the coast and little sense of coastal 
characteristics within 1km of the site and from within the northern half of the 3km study 
area.   

Public Access 

4.3.8 There is no public access or rights of way within the site.  Surrounding public access is 
described in paragraphs 2.3.20-2.3.27 above.  

Landscape Value 

4.3.9 The characteristics, sensitivities and guidelines in the existing character assessments at 
national and local level and the site-specific analyses carried out for the purposes of this 
LVApp were taken into account as indicators of the aspects of the landscape important to the 
character and evaluated according to the criteria in Appendix 2, Table A2-1 in order to 
determine the value of the landscape receptors. 

4.3.10 The features/elements/characteristics identified as important or “key” to the landscape 
character of the site are: 

• Field pattern defined by vegetation  

• The lowland location with short to mid-distant views 

• The setting between Llanmaes and Llantwit Major  

• The B4265 road corridor and associated vegetation buffer.   

4.4 Effects on the Landscape 
4.4.1 This section examines the nature and significance of the landscape effects arising as a result 

of the proposed development with reference to: 

• effects on landscape fabric within the site, its features and qualities; 

• effects on landscape character, including consideration of effects on designated 
landscapes; and 

• effects on the landscape setting of settlements, public rights of way and roads. 

4.4.2 Landscape character is derived from the combination and pattern of landscape elements.  
The effects of proposed development on landscape character would arise from its relationship 
to these combinations and patterns, and thus the character of the landscape.  Effects on the 
landscape features, qualities and character may occur where there are either direct or indirect 
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physical changes to the landscape.  Direct changes to landscape fabric would only occur 
within the application boundary. 

4.4.3 The effect of the proposed development on landscape character will depend on key 
characteristics of the receiving landscape; the degree to which the proposed development is 
considered consistent with or at odds with them; and how the proposed development would 
be perceived within the setting, with perception being influenced by: 

• the distance to the site; 

• weather conditions; and 

• the ‘fit’ of the proposed development within the landscape pattern and characteristics. 

4.4.4 The LVApp covers the following scenarios: 

• Construction phase - this includes all clearance works, some tree and vegetation removal, 
and of the construction of the proposed development. 

• Completion – the fully constructed and completed proposed development, which would 
be open to the public.  

Sensitivity  

4.4.5 Landscape sensitivity is a product of consideration of the value associated with the landscape 
receptor and its susceptibility to the changes likely to arise from the proposed development.  
Criteria for determining the landscape value and landscape susceptibility are set out in 
Appendix 2.  For this appraisal the assessment of sensitivity is based on bringing value and 
susceptibility considerations together in one combined step, in accordance with the criteria 
set out in Appendix 2.  

4.4.6 The receptors, their value and susceptibility are set out in the following table, with the 
resultant judgement of their sensitivity to the proposed development:   

Table 4-3 Susceptibility and Sensitivity of Landscape Receptors 

Receptor Value Susceptibility Sensitivity 

Field pattern 
defined by 
vegetation 

Medium - High value: reflective 
of the LANDMAP Landscape 
Habitats and Historic Landscape 
evaluations.     

Highly susceptible to 
change and disturbance with 
the construction of the 
proposed development and the 
removal/ relocation of some 
boundary vegetation   

High 
sensitivity 

The lowland 
location with 
short to mid-
distant 
views 

Medium - High value: reflective 
of the LANDMAP Geological 
Landscape evaluations and 
moderate scenic evaluation for 
Visual and Sensory.  

Highly susceptible to 
change with the construction 
of a large-scale building.   

High 
sensitivity 
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Receptor Value Susceptibility Sensitivity 

The setting 
between 
Llanmaes 
and Llantwit 
Major with 
some rural 
qualities 

Medium value: Of local 
importance and not within a 
designated landscape, although a 
scheduled monument is located 
nearby. Reflective of the 
LANDMAP Visual and Sensory 
evaluation.   

Highly susceptible to 
change and disturbance with 
the construction of built 
development and changes to 
the setting of settlement. 

Moderate -
high 
sensitivity 

The B4265 
road corridor 
and 
associated 
vegetation 
buffer 

Medium-high value: reflective 
of the LANDMAP Historic 
Landscape and Visual and Sensory 
evaluations. 

Moderately susceptible to 
change and disturbance with 
the removal of some 
vegetation, but historic 
associations are unlikely to 
alter 

Moderate 
sensitivity 

Magnitude of change 

4.4.7 The magnitude of change considers the key features of the proposed development, as 
described in section 3.0, and the degree to which aesthetic or perceptual aspects of the 
landscape are altered by these changes or by the structures associated with the 
development. The magnitude of change is described and set out in Appendix 3, Table 
Appendix 3.1. Table 4-4 below provides a summary of the assessments: 

Table 4-4 Landscape receptors and magnitude of change summary 

Landscape Receptor Magnitude of Change  

Field pattern defined by vegetation During Construction: Great 
Completion: Great 

The lowland location with short to mid-
distant views 

During Construction: Medium 
Completion: Medium 

The setting between Llanmaes and 
Llantwit Major with some rural qualities 

During Construction: Medium - great 
Completion: Medium 

The B4265 road corridor and associated 
vegetation buffer 

During Construction: Small 
Completion: Small reducing to negligible over time.  

 

Assessment of effects on the landscape 

4.4.8 Consideration of the magnitude of the changes due to the proposals is combined with 
consideration of the sensitivity of landscape receptors affected by the proposals to assess the 
degree and nature of the effect at each stage of the proposed development from construction 
to completion. 

4.4.9 Final conclusions about the degree of landscape effect, whether adverse or beneficial, relate 
the separate judgements about sensitivity of the receptors and magnitude of the changes, as 
illustrated in the indicative criteria shown in Table A2-11.  The assessment is provided in 
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Appendix 3, Table Appendix 3.2 and a summary of the effects is provided below in Table 
4-5 below: 

Table 4-5 Effects on Landscape Receptors 

Landscape receptors and 
sensitivity  

Effects 
during construction 

Effects at 
completion 

Field pattern defined by vegetation: 
High sensitivity 

Major adverse Major adverse 

The lowland location with short to 
mid-distant views:  
High sensitivity 

Moderate - Major adverse Moderate - Major adverse 

The setting between Llanmaes and 
Llantwit Major: Moderate - high 
sensitivity 

Moderate - Major adverse Moderate adverse 

The B4265 road corridor and 
associated vegetation buffer: 
Moderate sensitivity 

Minor - moderate adverse Minor - moderate 
adverse reducing to 
negligible overtime 

 

5.0 Effects on Visual Amenity 

5.1 Scope and Assessment Criteria 
5.1.1 This section deals with the effects on visual amenity, arising from changes in the views 

available to people in the surrounding area. 

5.1.2 The general methodology for assessing the effects in this report is set out in Appendix 2. 

5.1.3 The degree of the likely visual effects of the proposed development is determined by relating 
the sensitivity of the receptors to the changes arising from the development proposals, and 
the degree and nature of the changes in the views available to people and in their visual 
amenity arising from the proposals. 

5.2 Visual Baseline  

Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) 

5.2.1 A Zone of Theoretic Visibility (ZTV) plan has been generated by computer to identify the 
geographic extents within which views may be available of the proposed development within 
the 3km visual study area.  The ZTV is calculated to the maximum height of the proposed 
store at 7.1m Above Ordinance Datum (AOD) to represent the ‘worst case scenario’.  The 
viewer eye-height for the ZTV has been set at 2m above ground level.   

5.2.2 The computer generated ZTV was based on a digital terrain model generated from the 5m 
grid interval OS Terrain 5® dataset. The ZTV was based upon “bare earth scenario”, i.e., no 
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allowance has been made for the potential screening by, existing woodland, trees and 
vegetation, buildings, and minor variations in topography.   

5.2.3 Figure LA.07 shows the predicted extent of the ZTV for the proposed development and 
illustrates that the surrounding topography influences the potential visibility of the proposed 
store.  As the elevation of the landscape rises to the northwest of the site, views of the 
proposed store increases with more lowland areas to the south having more restricted 
visibility.   

Viewpoint study 

5.2.4 A photographic survey was undertaken to identify the potential extent of the visibility of the 
proposed development by locating viewpoints available to sensitive receptors.  To inform the 
initial viewpoint selection, a visual study area from the site was mapped showing the 
surrounding landscape designations, public access, landscape character, and the predicted 
ZTV for the proposed development.  Potentially sensitive visual receptors within the study 
area include residents, users of public rights of way, visitors to sites of historic interest, and 
road users. 

5.2.5 Based on the collated data, initial representative viewpoint locations were selected that relate 
to the “receptors”, that is, residents and users of the landscape, and locations from which 
they may have views towards or of the site.  For each of the viewpoints, the precise location 
was chosen during the field studies to represent the most open view available subject to local 
features such as vegetation, buildings or localised topographic variation.  From some 
locations, the ground level of the site may not be visible.  However, due to the height of the 
proposed development, which may be taller than surrounding features, viewpoint locations 
include areas where the proposed development may potentially be seen extending above 
intervening screening features. 

5.2.6 Five views were photographed to illustrate the site and its appearance in publicly available 
locations.  The viewpoint figures are presented on Figures LA.08 and the locations are 
shown on Figure LA.07.  Photographs from within the site were also taken to illustrate its 
features and context, see Figures LA.06. 

5.2.7 Table 5.1 below lists the 5 viewpoints, the location details, the receptors represented, and 
the reasons for selection.  

Table 5-1 Viewpoint details 

Viewpoint 
reference      

Location Distance and 
direction from site  

Receptors represented/Reasons 
for selection 

01 Llanmaes 
Road/ 
Eagleswell 
Road, in the 
north of 
Llantwit Major 

101m to the south  Residents, pedestrians, users of NCR 88, 
and road users.  

• The viewpoint is located close 
to the site and represent key 
receptors, including residents 
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Viewpoint 
reference      

Location Distance and 
direction from site  

Receptors represented/Reasons 
for selection 

• It is located on NCR 88. 

• The ZTV indicates that the 
majority of the proposed 
development would be visible 
from the north of Llantwit 
Major. 

02 Public footpath 
to the 
northeast of 
the site, south 
of Llanmaes   

130m to the northeast Nearby residents, users of the footpath, and 
nearby users of the LDFPs.   

• The viewpoint is located close 
to the site and represent key 
receptors, including residents. 

• It is located close to Llanmaes 
conservation area. 

• The ZTV indicates that the 
majority of the proposed 
development would be visible 
from Llanmaes. 

03 Public footpath 
to the north of 
the site, west 
of Llanmaes   

258.5m to the north Users of the public footpath 

• The viewpoint is located close 
to the site 

• The ZTV indicates that the 
majority of the proposed 
development would be visible 
to the north of the site. 

04 Heart of the 
Vale LDFP to 
the northeast 
of the site 

1.67km to the 
northeast 

Users of the Heart of the Vale LDFP and 
local road users 

• The viewpoint is located at a 
slightly elevated area in the 
north of the study area.  

• The ZTV illustrates there would 
potentially be views of the 
majority of the proposed snow 
centre buildings.   

05 Field gateway 
to the east of 
Pleasant View 
Farm to the 

1.8km to the northwest Nearby residents and local road users 
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Viewpoint 
reference      

Location Distance and 
direction from site  

Receptors represented/Reasons 
for selection 

northwest of 
the site 

• The viewpoint is located at a 
slightly elevated area in the 
north of the study area.  

• The ZTV illustrates there would 
potentially be views of the 
majority of the proposed snow 
centre buildings.   

 

5.2.8 Appendix 3, Table Appendix 3.3 provides a description of the landscape context at each 
of the 5 viewpoint locations and description of the existing view towards the site.   

5.3 Visual receptors 
5.3.1 The assessment of visual effects is described by considering how the different groups of 

“visual receptors” may be affected.  The following is a review of the viewers (the visual 
receptors) and the views available to them at the selected representative locations: 

People in settlements and residential properties  

5.3.2 The main settlement areas within the 3km study area include Llantwit Major, St Athan, and 
the village of Llanmaes with dwellings associated with farmsteads scattered throughout.  A 
representative sample of views from these settlement areas have been taken forward to the 
assessment and include: 

• People in the northern extent of Llantwit Major, represented by viewpoint 1.  

• People in the southern extent of Llanmaes, represented by viewpoint 2.  

• Residents in the nearby properties associated with farmsteads beyond 1.5km to 
the north of the site, represented by viewpoint 5.   

5.3.3 The ZTV indicates that the residents throughout Llanmaes, the north of Llantwit Major, and 
the west of St Athan would have views of the majority of the proposed store.  In reality, due 
to the screening effect of surrounding built form, trees and vegetation, which the ZTV did not 
take into account, there are unlikely to be views of the proposed store or where views are 
available, residents are likely to have partially screened views.   

Users of public rights of way and areas of public access 

5.3.4 There are several public rights of way within the 3km study area and includes the Wales 
Coast Path, National Cycle Routes, and locally promoted Long Distance Footpaths.  A 
representative sample of views from the public rights of way network have been taken 
forward to the assessment and include: 

• Users of National Cycle Route 88 and pedestrians, represented by viewpoint 1. 
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• Users of the footpath to the northeast of the site and nearby users of the Heart 
of the Vale LDFP, represented by viewpoint 2.  

• Users of the footpath to the north of the site, represented by viewpoint 3. 

• Users of the Heart of the Vale LDFP to the northeast of the site, represented by 
viewpoint 4.   

5.3.5 The ZTV indicates that users along a short section of the Wales Coast Path to the south of 
the site would potentially have views of a moderate part of the proposed Lidl store.  The ZTV 
was based on a bare earth scenario and in reality, there are unlikely to be views of the 
proposed store due to the screening effects of surrounding vegetation and built form.   

5.3.6 The Millennium Heritage Trail transects the 3km study area in a southwest to north 
direction.  The ZTV shows that sections of the route within the north and south of the study 
area users would not have views of the proposed store.  The route joins the Heart of the Vale 
LDFP, where users of the route would potentially have views of the proposed store, this 
section of the route is represented by locations along the Heart of the Vale LDFP, refer to the 
above bullet points.   

Road users 

5.3.7 The main road within the 3km study area is the B4265 immediately to the south of the site.  
The majority of the other roads within the study area are comprised of minor local roads that 
are generally lined by hedgerows with some individual trees.  A representative sample of 
views from local roads have been taken forward to the assessment and include: 

• Users of Llanmaes Road/ Eagleswell Road and the B4265, represented by 
viewpoint 1.   

• Users of local roads beyond 1.5km to north of the site, represented by viewpoints 
4 and 5.    

Other areas with a specific landscape interest 

• Views from close to Llanmaes conservation area, represented by viewpoint 2.   

5.4 Effects on visual amenity 
5.4.1 The visual assessment covers the assessment scenarios described in paragraph 5.4.4. 

Sensitivity 

5.4.2 The susceptibility of viewers is affected by factors such as the distance to the viewer, the 
relative number of viewers affected and the importance of the site in the overall view.  The 
context of the viewpoint may also contribute to the ability to accommodate change, for 
example, people viewing from residential properties or from a valued landscape might be 
regarded as less able to accommodate change, than those viewing from an industrial context.  
Table A2-8 in Appendix 2 provides examples of High, Moderate and Lesser sensitivity, 
demonstrating how the contributing factors are interpreted. 



Lidl, Llanmaes Road, Llanmaes  
Landscape and Visual Appraisal  

 

 
 

TC 22062 28 

5.4.3 The sensitivity of the visual receptors is assessed as follows: 

• People in settlements and residential properties: high susceptibility to changes in 
their visual amenity; open unobstructed views including the site assessed as of high 
value: high sensitivity, and filtered, oblique or partial views of medium value: 
moderate sensitivity. 

• Users of public rights of way: moderate susceptibility to change in their visual 
amenity; open obstructed views towards the site with some indicators of value attached 
to the view assessed as medium value: moderate sensitivity and filtered, oblique or 
partial views of low value: lesser sensitivity. 

• Users of public roads: low susceptibility to change in their visual amenity: filtered, 
oblique or partial views of low value: lesser sensitivity. 

Magnitude of Change 

5.4.4 The existing views for each representative viewpoint are described in Appendix 3, Table 
Appendix 3.3. Descriptions of the proposed development within each view is described and 
an analysis of the degree and nature of changes is presented in Appendix 3, Table 
Appendix 3.4. A summary of the magnitude of change is provided in Table 5-2 below. 

Table 5-2 Viewpoint and magnitude of change summary 

Reference viewpoints  Magnitude of change:  

01- Llanmaes Road/ Eagleswell Road, in the north of 
Llantwit Major 

During Construction: Medium-great 
Completion: Medium 

02- Public footpath to the northeast of the site, south 
of Llanmaes   

During Construction: Medium 
Completion: Medium 

03 - Public footpath to the north of the site, west of 
Llanmaes   

During Construction: Medium-great 
Completion: Medium 

04 - Heart of the Vale LDFP to the northeast of the site During Construction: Small 
Completion: Negligible 

05 - Field gateway to the east of Pleasant View Farm to 
the northwest of the site 

During Construction: Small 
Completion: Negligible 

 

Effects on visual receptors 

5.4.5 Final conclusions about the degree of visual effects, whether adverse or beneficial, relate the 
separate judgements about sensitivity of the receptors and magnitude of the changes, as 
illustrated in the indicative criteria shown in Table A2-11.  Visual receptors are grouped 
based on their sensitivity and the nature of the view available.  For each group of receptors, 
representative viewpoints are listed.  Detailed assessments are provided in Appendix 3, 
Table Appendix 3.5 and a summary of the effects is provided below in Table 5-3: 
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Table 5-3 Effects on Visual Receptors 

Visual receptors and 
sensitivity  

Reference 
viewpoints 

Effects 
during 
construction 

Effects at 
completion 

People in settlement on 
the northern edge of 
Llantwit Major with 
partially screened or 
oblique views towards the 
site: moderate 
sensitivity 

01 - Llanmaes Road/ 
Eagleswell Road, in 
the north of Llantwit 
Major 

Moderate – major 
adverse 

Moderate adverse 

People in settlement on 
the southern edge of 
Llanmaes with partially 
screened or oblique views 
towards the site and 
users of the public 
footpath within 150m of 
the site with open and 
unobstructed views 
towards the site: 
moderate sensitivity 

02 - Public footpath 
to the northeast of 
the site, south of 
Llanmaes   

Moderate adverse Moderate adverse 

Residents associated with 
farmsteads beyond 1.5km 
to the north of the site 
with partially screened or 
oblique views towards the 
site: moderate 
sensitivity 

05 - Field gateway to 
the east of Pleasant 
View Farm to the 
northwest of the site 

Minor adverse Negligible 

Users of public footpath 
within 300m to the north 
of the site with open 
unobstructed views 
towards the site: 
moderate sensitivity 

03 - Public footpath 
to the north of the 
site, west of 
Llanmaes   
 

Moderate – major 
adverse 

Moderate adverse 

Users of NCR88, 
pedestrians, and road 
users within 125m to the 
south of the site with 
partially screened views 
towards the site: lesser 
sensitivity 

01 - Llanmaes Road/ 
Eagleswell Road, in 
the north of Llantwit 
Major 

Moderate adverse Moderate - minor 
adverse 

Users of the Heart of the 
Vale LDFP and road users 
beyond 1.5km to the 
north of the site with 
screened or oblique views 
towards the site: lesser 
sensitivity 

04 - Heart of the Vale 
LDFP to the northeast 
of the site 
05 - Field gateway to 
the east of Pleasant 
View Farm to the 
northwest of the site 

Minor adverse for 
users of the LDFP 
Negligible for road 
users 

Negligible 
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6.0 Summary and Conclusions 

6.1 Baseline 
6.1.1 Tir Collective is instructed by Lidl to prepare this Landscape and Visual Appraisal which relates 

the Full Planning Application for the proposed Lidl supermarket at Llanmaes Road, Llanmaes, 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

6.1.2 The proposed development includes a new store with a maximum height of 7.1m, associated 
car parking accommodating 122 spaces, soft landscape and SuDs features.  Access to the 
store would be via Llanmaes Road on the east boundary of the site and a new pedestrian 
access route is proposed via the southern boundary.   

6.1.3 The site is defined by the boundary on Figure LA.01.  A wider 3km study area has also been 
considered as the area where potential landscape and visual effects may arise from the 
proposed development.   

6.1.4 The methodology used for assessing the potential effects on landscape character and visual 
amenity were based on the recommendations in GLIVA3.  The application of this guidance 
document established an appropriate scope for the assessments to be undertaken.   

6.2 Summary of findings 

Landscape assessment 

6.2.1 Desk studies reviewed landscape designations, public access, and referred to LANDMAP 
assessments and relevant national and local policy information.  The studies confirmed that 
the study site is not located within or close to a designated landscape.   

6.2.2 In relation to LANDMAP assessments and the local Landscape Character Assessment, the key 
characteristics that are of relevance to the site and surrounding area include: the site’s 
location in the most southerly extent of aspect area Ogmore-Llantwit Arable Belt 
(VLFGLLH582), described as a “Broad, low, dissected coastal plateau underlain by Lias (Lower 
Jurassic) with steep sided valleys...”.  The Landscape Habitat is described as “intensive 
agricultural management supporting large fields of improved grassland and arable crops...”.  
The area is “A rich multi-period landscape with evidence of occupation from the Bronze Age, 
Iron Age, Roman, medieval and post-medieval periods, which has resulted in a high 
evaluation for the Historic Landscape Aspect Area.   

6.2.3 In terms of Visual and Sensory Landcover the site is located within the south of the extensive 
aspect area Lias Plateau (VLFGLVS805), which “is dominated by a field pattern of mostly 
arable fields with some pastoral set in managed hedgerows and fences… Trees are often 
associated with settlement or minor stream valleys. Settlements are scattered throughout the 
area”.  The scenic quality of the area is evaluated as moderate and the character of the area 
is evaluated as moderate. 

6.2.4 A site-specific appraisal was also carried out identifying the landscape features, 
characteristics, and aesthetics.  The site appraisal confirmed the site’s location on low-lying, 
generally flat ground with the northern boundary forming the lowest part of the site at 55m 
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Above Ordinance Datum (AOD).  The southern of the site is the highest part of the site at 
58m AOD.  The site is located between Llantwit Major and Llanmaes with the adjacent B4265 
influencing its rural qualities.  Sound associated with the main road and views of associated 
infrastructure such as road signs and traffic lights detract from the rural setting of the site.  
Due to its lowland setting, views from within the site are limited to the short and mid-distance 
and contributes to some sense of enclosure.  There is no public access or rights of way within 
the site.   

6.2.5 The features/elements/characteristics identified as important or “key” to the landscape 
character of the site are the field pattern defined by vegetation, which results in short to mid-
distant views.  The B4265 road corridor and associated vegetation buffer help to define the 
landscape character and the setting between Llanmaes and Llantwit Major. 

6.2.6 The assessment of landscape effects considered the effects of the proposed development on 
landscape features, qualities, and characteristics within the site, as well as effects on the 
wider surrounding landscape character during the construction phase and at completion.  The 
findings of the assessment concluded that during the construction phase, effects would be 
adverse ranging from major to minor effects.  The site would undergo large-scale changes, 
including changes to landform and removal of vegetation that contribute to the landscape 
character.  This would change the character of the site’s setting to that of a developed site, 
but vegetation pattern helps to limit the extent of the area across which the changes would 
be perceived.   

6.2.7 For the wider landscape character, indirect effects resulting from the proposed development 
on the setting of settlement and the B4265 road corridor range from minor to Moderate - Major 
adverse during the construction phase.  Construction activities would be mostly obscured 
from more distant locations with the effect on the key characteristics of the landscape 
moderated.   

6.2.8 Overall, the development of the site would result in changes to features within the site and 
on character in the local context of the site, particularly during the construction phase and at 
completion.  The proposed development would introduce new built form and associated 
infrastructure in the site which is currently farm land. Effects on landscape character and 
setting locally would reduce followin construction to minor - moderate adverse. 

Visual assessment 

6.2.9 To confirm the baseline studies of designations, landscape character, and ZTV mapping, and 
site visit, a total of 5no. viewpoints were photographed, which represent key receptors 
including nearby residents, users of public rights of way, and local road users.   

6.2.10 The visual assessment concluded that for People in settlement on the northern edge of Llantwit 
Major with partially screened or oblique views towards the site were assessed as moderate-major 
adverse during construction.  Following the completion of the proposed development, 
adverse visual effects would remain as moderate adverse.  The visual baseline concluded 
that no residents would experience direct, obscured open views of the proposed 
development. 
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6.2.11 People in settlement on the southern edge of Llanmaes with partially screened or oblique 
views towards the site and users of the public footpath within 150m of the site with open and 
unobstructed views towards the site would expericen moderate adverse effects during 
construction and at completion.  As distance increases from the site and intervening features 
are more substantial, visual effects would further reduce to minor adverse for residents 
with views at farmsteads beyond 1.5km to the north of the site.   Proposed mitigation measures 
included within the design of the proposed development would moderate potential effects 
after construction and reduce the visual effects to negligible following construction. 

6.2.12 Visual effects for users of public rights way within 300m to the north of the site with open 
unobstructed views towards the site would be moderate – major adverse during 
construction and moderate adverse at completion.  For users of NCR88, pedestrians, and 
road users within 125m to the south of the site with partially screened views towards the site 
the effects would be moderate adverse during construction and moderate-minor 
adverse at completion.   

6.2.13 Overall, the most adverse visual effects would mainly occur during construction for People in 
settlement on the northern edge of Llantwit Major and Users of public footpath within 300m 
to the north of the site.  During these periods, the removal of vegetation, construction 
activities, built form would appear within available views from the surrounding landscape and 
add movement to the view.  After the completion of the proposed development, adverse 
visual effects would reduce to Minor adverse - Moderate adverse for all receptors.   

6.2.14 Weather conditions, as described in paragraph 1.3.5 above would limit visibility for receptors 
as conditions that limit visibility occur due to rainfall (153 days on average in the year) and 
air frost (24.75 days on average in the year). 

6.3 Conclusions 
6.3.1 This Landscape and Visual Appraisal concludes that the site represents an opportunity to 

accommodate the proposed development.  The site would change from a pasture field to a 
retail site, but the retention of the vegetation pattern around the site would be largely 
retained.  Additional tree and coppice planting would help to integrate the proposed 
development with its surroundings.  The proposed store would be in context to the B4265 
and the northern edge of Llantwit Major.  The existing vegetation buffer along the B4265 
limits views into the site from the south with any views of the proposals restricted to partially 
screened views.  There would be near views of the proposed store for nearby residents and 
users of the public rights of way network, but as distance increases, views are likely to 
become more restricted due to the screening effect of surrounding trees and vegetation.  
Residents in the southern edge of Llanmaes may have glimpse or oblique views of the 
proposed development, which would be viewed against the backdrop of B4265 and the 
northern edge of Llantwit Major.  Riparian vegetation to the south of Llanmaes provides some 
screening and also provides some separation between the site and the conservation area.   

6.3.2 The Landscape and Visual Appraisal has identified that the site could accommodate the 
proposed development without resulting in an unacceptable adverse impact on landscape 
character and visual amenity experienced within the surrounding landscape. 
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Appendix 1 - Figures 
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Figure   LA.02 Designations  

Figure   LA.03 Public Access 
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Figure   LA.05 Site Context 
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	Weather
	1.3.5 The weather is a factor affecting the assessment of, especially, visual impacts.  The Met Office0F  publish average statistics for weather patterns for the region, monthly and annual, for maximum and minimum temperatures, days of air frost, hour...
	Guidance
	1.3.6 In addition to GLVIA3, the Landscape Institute’s Technical Guidance Note, Visual Representation of Development Proposals, September 20191F   was referred to.
	1.3.7 Relevant policy, landscape character assessments, and other contextual information sources were also referred to, including:
	Photography
	1.3.8 Photographs have a special role in describing landscape character and illustrating key views.  In order for photographs to be representative and to create an image that is as similar as possible to that which is seen with the human eye, the Land...
	1.3.9 Photographs were taken with a focal length of 50mm, unless otherwise stated.
	1.3.10 Landscape photography includes wide angle or panoramic views requiring a sequence of photographs to be taken across the view.  Where this approach is taken, a series of overlapping photographs are digitally spliced together in PTGui Pro using a...
	1.3.11 The viewpoint locations were established using a camera mounted GPS device and verified against Ordnance Survey grid reference and height above Ordnance Datum.


	2.0 Landscape Policies and Designations
	2.1 National Planning policy
	Future Wales: The National Plan 2040
	2.1.1 Future Wales sets out the development plan for Wales, influencing “all levels of the planning system in Wales and will help shape Strategic and Local Development Plans.”2F   The plan promotes development that enhances our wellbeing and our quali...
	2.1.2 The key policies that are of relevance to the proposed development include:
	Planning Policy Wales
	2.1.3 Planning Policy Wales (PPW) Edition 11 published 24 February 2021 sets out the land use planning policies of the Welsh Government.  Its primary objective is to ensure that the planning system contributes towards the delivery of sustainable devel...
	2.1.4 PPW translates The Welsh Government’s commitment to sustainable development into the planning system, to be taken into account when preparing development plans, so that it can play an appropriate role in moving towards sustainability.  The key p...
	2.1.5 Planning Policy Wales is supplemented by 21 topic based Technical Advice Notes (TANs), of which the key elements of relevance to the landscape and visual aspects of the development are set out below:
	TAN 5 Nature Conservation and Planning
	2.1.6 In preparing planning applications, “all relevant information” should be included and “all material considerations addressed in the layout, design and related access, drainage and infrastructure. Landscaping proposals should be included together...
	TAN 12 Design
	2.1.7 TAN 12 advocates a holistic approach to design, to meet the objectives of good design, set out in Figure 1, which include:
	2.1.8 “Understanding the site and its immediate and wider context is the basis for a meaningful and sustainable design response”, including appraising “character”, including landscape character, skylines and vistas, prevailing uses, natural and cultur...
	2.1.9 At 5.5.2, the TAN recognises that “good design will almost always be dependent on working within the natural constraints and the historic character of the landscape … The aim should be to achieve good design solutions which maximise the natural ...

	2.2 Local Planning policy
	2.2.1 The site lies within the boundaries of the Vale of Glamorgan.  Planning policy for the area is provided by the Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan 2011-2026, adopted in June 2017.  Relevant policies relating to site and the proposed develop...
	Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan 2011-2026

	2.3 Designations
	2.3.1 Designations provide an indication of landscape value.  They are areas that have been recognised for the scenic beauty and recreational potential of the landscape.  Designations are shown on Figure LA.02.
	National Parks/ Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
	2.3.2 There are no National Parks or AONBs within or close to the 3km study area.  National Parks and AONBs are therefore scoped out from further consideration in this LVApp.
	Special Landscape Areas
	2.3.3 Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) are a non-statutory landscape designation applied by the local planning authority to define areas of high landscape importance within their administrative boundary.
	2.3.4 The Vale of Glamorgan designated six SLAs across the unitary authority.  In February 2011, the Designation of Special Landscape Areas: Review Against Historic Landscapes Evaluations, prepared by TACP was published.  The review took into account ...
	2.3.5 Part of the north and northeast extent of the 3km study area is covered by the Upper and Lower Thaw Valley SLA.  At its nearest point it is located circa 2.05km to the northeast.
	Ancient Woodland
	2.3.6 There are some small scattered blocks of ancient woodland within the north and south of the 3km study area.  The nearest block is a Restored Ancient Woodland Site located circa 1.25km to the south of the site, on the southern edge of Llantwit Ma...
	Heritage Coast
	2.3.7 Heritage Coasts are defined to protect coastlines from insensitive developments and need to be taken into account by planning authorities when making decisions on development.4F
	2.3.8 The Glamorgan Heritage Coast covers the south of the 3km study area, to the south of Llantwit Major.  At its nearest point it is located approximately 1km to the south of the site.  Due to the separation of the heritage coast from the site by th...
	Historic and cultural landscape designations
	2.3.9 The setting of historic and cultural designations is a consideration during the preparation of landscape and visual impact appraisals as these features inform the overall landscape character, quality and value of the area. The LVApp does not add...
	2.3.10 Relevant historic and cultural designations are shown on Figure LA.02.
	Conservation areas and listed buildings
	2.3.11 Llanmaes conservation area is located circa 60m to the northeast of the site.  It covers the majority of Llanmaes village and includes some fields around the village.  The general character and plan form is described as:
	“The older parts of the Llanmaes Conservation Area are grouped into two distinct areas, around the church in the south and around Gadlys in the north.  Late 20th century houses now fill the space between these two groups, thereby joining the two areas.
	There is a close relationship between buildings and surrounding countryside, with open fields providing a foil to the built environment.  The village is visible in its landscape setting from the by-pass.  Intervening fields to the north of the by-pass...
	Leading west from the church is a narrow lane whose historic origin is attested by its varying width and alignment.  Historic properties on its south side compete for attention with modern houses on the north side.”5F
	2.3.12 Llammaes conservation area also contains several listed buildings in the south, including the Grade II* Church of St Cattwg.  The nearest listed building to the site is the Grade II listed Plaisted House, which is located circa 255m to the nort...
	2.3.13 Approximately 890m to the southwest of the site is Llantwit Major conservation area and circa 960m to the southeast of the site is Boverton conservation area.  Due to the separation of the conservation areas from the site by the B4265 Road, the...
	Scheduled Monuments
	2.3.14 Bedford Castle is the nearest scheduled monument to the site, which is located circa 280m to the west, and is located alongside the Heart of the Vale Long Distance Footpath (LDFP).  It comprises the remains of a mottle, a grass covered mound in...
	2.3.15 Other scheduled monuments within the 3km study area are located beyond 1km of the site.
	Register of Parks and Gardens of Historic Interest
	2.3.16 Registration is the way that a park or garden of special historic interest is recognised by law through the Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016. Registration is intended to help manage change and protect the park or garden, its setting and it...
	2.3.17 Llanmihangel Place Grade II* is the only registered park and garden within the 3km study area.  It is located circa 2.45km to the north or the site and is located within the Llanmihangel conservation area.  The site contains a walled and terrac...
	Ecological designations
	2.3.18 Ecological designations, although not specifically related to landscape amenity and not assessed within this report, are an indication of landscape value.  Relevant ecological designations are shown on Figure LA.02.  There are no Sites of Speci...
	Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC)
	2.3.19 There are some small SNICs scattered within the 3km study area.  The nearest to the site is a pond at Frampton Court Farm, which is located circa 370m to the northwest of the site.
	Public access
	2.3.20 Public rights of way are shown on Figure LA.03.  There are no areas of open access, as defined by the CRoW Act within the 3km study area.
	2.3.21 Public rights of way are located throughout the 3km study area, connecting settlement, farmsteads and local roads.  Circa 30m to the northeast of the site a footpath transects a pasture field in an east direction to connect to the Heart of the ...
	2.3.22 Approximately 225m to the north of the site a footpath transects pasture fields west of Llanmaes village to connect to a local road.
	Long distance footpaths (LDFP)
	2.3.23 The Heart of the Vale LDFP transects the eastern half of the 3km study area in a south to north direction.  At its nearest point it is located circa 280m to the east of the site as it transects surrounding pasture fields before heading northwar...
	2.3.24 The Millennium Heritage Trail transects the 3km study area in a southwest to north direction.  The route joins the Heart of the Vale LDFP to the southeast of the site in Llantwit Major before continuing on its own route in the north of the stud...
	2.3.25 The Wales Coast Path transects the south of the 3km study area in a west to east direction, following the coastline.  At its nearest point it is located circa 2.25km from the site.
	National Cycle Routes (NCR)
	2.3.26 A short section of the 49km NCR 88 transects the 3km study area in a southwest to northeast direction.  It passes through Llantwit Major before passing the eastern boundary of the site along Llanmaes Road and continues through Llanmaes and beyo...
	2.3.27 NCR 888 connects to NCR 88 in the north of Llanmaes.  It heads northwards through the 3km study area, following the local minor road.  At its nearest point it is located circa 500m to the northeast of the site.


	3.0 The proposed development
	3.1.1 Details of the proposed development are provided on the planning application drawings and the Design and Access Statement accompanying the planning application.  This section describes the main aspects of the proposed development which could pot...
	3.1.2 The main feature of the proposed development is the construction of a Lidl supermarket in the western half of the site, which would have a maximum height of 7.1m.  The store would be orientated to the east and the proposed car park for 122 space...
	3.1.3 The proposals also include the retention of the hedgerows along the south, west and northern boundaries, although a short section of the existing hedge along the southern boundary would need to be cut back to accommodate the proposed pedestrian ...
	Sources of Potential Effects on Landscape and Views
	3.1.4 The main features of the development proposal which could potentially result in landscape and visual impacts are:
	Construction Phase
	Completion
	Mitigation measures
	3.1.5 The potential for adverse effects on landscape and visual amenity has been recognised and mitigation measures incorporated in the scheme to avoid or reduce adverse effects or to offset or compensate for unavoidable adverse effects.
	3.1.6 Mitigation measures incorporated into the scheme design include:

	4.0 Effects on the Landscape
	4.1 Introduction
	4.1.1 This section deals with the effects on the landscape of the site and its surrounding context due to the proposed construction and retain use of the site.
	Assessment Criteria

	4.1.2 The assessment process follows the methodology for assessing effects set out in Appendix 2. The degree of the likely landscape effects of the proposed development is determined by relating the sensitivity of the receptors to the changes arising ...
	Landscape Baseline

	4.1.3 The landscape baseline is a description and analysis of the existing landscape, against which the effects of the proposed development are assessed, first, by reference to landscape character assessments for the area in which the site is located,...

	4.2 LANDMAP
	4.2.1 Landscape Assessment, following the LANDMAP methodology, has been undertaken for the Vale of Glamorgan.  The assessment uses the Natural Resources Wales (NRW) / Wales Landscape Partnership Group approach which separates the defining aspects of t...
	4.2.2 Summarised descriptions for the most relevant aspect areas to the site and its context are outlined below for all five aspect layers.  The findings of the LANDMAP studies have formed the basis of the landscape and visual baseline within this app...
	Table 4-1 Criteria for evaluating LANDMAP Aspect Areas10F

	4.2.3 Characteristics of particular relevance to the site and its context are highlighted in bold.  LANDMAP aspect areas for Historic Landscape and Visual and Sensory aspect layers are illustrated on Figures LA.04.
	Geological Landscape

	4.2.4 The site is located within the south of aspect area Llantwit-St Athan (VLFGLGL863), which is classified as Lowland Plateau (Level 3).  The geographical and topographical character of the area is described as (question GL4) “Broad, low, dissected...
	4.2.5 The rarity/uniqueness (question GL31) of the area is evaluated as high and the overall evaluation (question GL33) for the area is outstanding, as the aspect area is “Includes part of Monknash Coast SSSI with Pleistocene-Holocene features but wit...
	Landscape Habitats

	4.2.6 The site is located in the most southerly extent of aspect area Ogmore-Llantwit Arable Belt (VLFGLLH582), which is classified as Mosaic (Level 3). The key features that define the area’s biodiversity character (question LH24) are “Gently undulat...
	4.2.7 The overall evaluation (question 45) for the area is moderate as “Generally the aspect area comprises an improved agricultural landscape of limited biodiversity interest, however species such as Tree Sparrow and Great Crested Newt provide additi...
	Historic Landscape

	4.2.8 The site is located within the south of aspect area Llysworney and Llandough (VLFGLHL052), which is classified as Regular Fieldscape (Level 3).  The aspect area is described as (question HL4) “A large rural landscape of relict medieval fields, m...
	4.2.9 The overall evaluation (question HL40) for the area is high, as the aspect area is “A rich multi-period landscape with evidence of occupation from the Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman, medieval and post-medieval periods. The dominant landscape patter...
	4.2.10 Immediately to the south of the site is aspect area Southern Vale Communication Corridor (VLFGLHL002), which is classified as Communications (Level 3).  The aspect area is described as a (question HL4) “…east to west course c.1.5km inland of th...
	4.2.11 The overall evaluation (question HL40) for the area is outstanding, as the aspect area “…represents a long-established communications route of considerable historic importance, dating back at least to the Roman period and containing a diverse, ...
	Cultural Landscape Services

	4.2.12 Cultural Landscape Services (CLS) now supersedes the Cultural Landscape aspect layer, which was updated in 2020.  CLS responds to “Recent environment and well-being legislation and developments in current thinking relating to culture suggest th...
	4.2.13 Refer to Visual and Sensory aspect areas below.
	Visual & Sensory

	4.2.14 The site is located within the south of the extensive aspect area Lias Plateau (VLFGLVS805), which is classified as Open Rolling Lowland (Level 3).  The aspect area is described as (question VS3) “open rolling lowland plateau with high intervis...
	4.2.15 The scenic quality (question VS46) of the area is evaluated as moderate and character (question VS48) of the area is evaluated as moderate. The overall evaluation (question VS50) for the area is moderate as “There are long views to the coast in...
	4.2.16 Immediately to the south of the site is aspect area Llantwit Major (VLFGLVS235), which is classified as Urban (Level 3).  The aspect area is described as (question VS3) “Llantwit Major lies on low rolling/undulating plateau with the core in a g...
	4.2.17 The scenic quality (question VS46) of the area is evaluated as moderate and character (question VS48) of the area is evaluated as moderate. The overall evaluation (question VS50) for the area is moderate as “Core is well maintained with stone b...
	LANDMAP Summary

	4.2.18 Table 4-2 below summarises the evaluations for each aspect area that the site is located in (overall evaluations are not provided for the Cultural Landscape Services Aspect Layer):
	Table 4-2 Summary of LANDMAP
	Local Landscape Assessments

	4.2.19 The most recently published Landscape Character assessment of relevance to the site is the Vale of Glamorgan County Borough Council Designation of Landscape Character Areas, Final Report, August 2008, prepared by TACP.  The site is located with...
	“The inland section of the west Vales plateau is a broad, low dissected plateau which exhibits little visual, sensory or physical evidence of proximity to the coast.  Rising up to some 90m AOD, it is bounded by to the north by the Northern Vale Lias s...
	4.2.20 Relevant key policy and management issues for the LCA include:

	4.3 Site-Specific Appraisal
	4.3.1 The following paragraphs provide descriptions of the site and should be read alongside Site Context and Topography Figures LA.05 and Site Photographs Figures LA.06.
	The landscape, features, character, and aesthetics of the site

	4.3.2 The site is located to the south of Llanmaes village, north of Llantwit Major in the Vale of Glamorgan.  The site is comprised of a small, broadly square shaped pasture field.  The east boundary is defined by a field boundary hedgerow that is pa...
	4.3.3 The site is situated on low-lying, generally flat ground with the northern boundary forming the lowest part of the site at 55m Above Ordinance Datum (AOD).  The southern of the site is the highest part of the site at 58m AOD.
	4.3.4 Beyond the site, to the west and the east there are medium sized pasture fields bounded by hedgerows with some trees.  Immediately to the north of the site there is a detached two storey property that is orientated towards Llanmaes Road.  Anothe...
	4.3.5 To the south of the site, the B4265 main road skirts the northern boundary of Llantwit Major.  The road is lined both sides by a vegetation buffer that provides some screening.  Llantwit Major extends southwards and is bisected by a railway line...
	4.3.6 The site is located between Llantwit Major and Llanmaes with the adjacent B4265 influencing its rural qualities.  Sound associated with the main road and views of associated infrastructure such as road signs and traffic lights detract from the r...
	4.3.7 Due to its lowland setting, views from within the site are limited to the short and mid-distance and contributes to some sense of enclosure.  The vegetation buffer along the B4265 main road screens views to the south with no views of the coast a...
	Public Access

	4.3.8 There is no public access or rights of way within the site.  Surrounding public access is described in paragraphs 2.3.20-2.3.27 above.
	Landscape Value

	4.3.9 The characteristics, sensitivities and guidelines in the existing character assessments at national and local level and the site-specific analyses carried out for the purposes of this LVApp were taken into account as indicators of the aspects of...
	4.3.10 The features/elements/characteristics identified as important or “key” to the landscape character of the site are:

	4.4 Effects on the Landscape
	4.4.1 This section examines the nature and significance of the landscape effects arising as a result of the proposed development with reference to:
	4.4.2 Landscape character is derived from the combination and pattern of landscape elements.  The effects of proposed development on landscape character would arise from its relationship to these combinations and patterns, and thus the character of th...
	4.4.3 The effect of the proposed development on landscape character will depend on key characteristics of the receiving landscape; the degree to which the proposed development is considered consistent with or at odds with them; and how the proposed de...
	4.4.4 The LVApp covers the following scenarios:
	Sensitivity

	4.4.5 Landscape sensitivity is a product of consideration of the value associated with the landscape receptor and its susceptibility to the changes likely to arise from the proposed development.  Criteria for determining the landscape value and landsc...
	4.4.6 The receptors, their value and susceptibility are set out in the following table, with the resultant judgement of their sensitivity to the proposed development:
	Table 4-3 Susceptibility and Sensitivity of Landscape Receptors
	Magnitude of change

	4.4.7 The magnitude of change considers the key features of the proposed development, as described in section 3.0, and the degree to which aesthetic or perceptual aspects of the landscape are altered by these changes or by the structures associated wi...
	Table 4-4 Landscape receptors and magnitude of change summary

	Assessment of effects on the landscape
	4.4.8 Consideration of the magnitude of the changes due to the proposals is combined with consideration of the sensitivity of landscape receptors affected by the proposals to assess the degree and nature of the effect at each stage of the proposed dev...
	4.4.9 Final conclusions about the degree of landscape effect, whether adverse or beneficial, relate the separate judgements about sensitivity of the receptors and magnitude of the changes, as illustrated in the indicative criteria shown in Table A2-11...





