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INTRODUCTION

THE SITE




The technical works undertaken thus far have
identified a number of key considerations for
the proposed development of the site, and
these have informed the emerging masterplan.

Topography and Visual Impact - avoid
development on elevated and sloping land
to the west and south of the site, where built
form would appear incongruous with the
existing seftlement pattern and increase
visibility from the surrounding countryside.
Focus development on lower-
lying areas, supported by a robust
landscape strategy to reinforce local
character and visual confainment.

Landscape Setting and Views - protect the rural
settingofthe QuantockHillsNationalLandscape
by ensuring development doesnot compromise
key views to or from the designated area.
Exclude the southern parcel (south of
Oak Lodge) from development due
fo ifs visual prominence, in line with
landscape sensifivity recommendations.

Nearby Heritage Assets - Maintain a
clear buffer zone around Shovel House
fo preserve its sefting and ensure a
sufficient offset from new development.

WesternBoundaryPlanting-Infroduce additional
planting along the western boundary to screen
views of the development from Shovel House.
Replace existing spaced frees with denser
vegetatfion, which is considered more
beneficial to the heritage setting than
allowing partial visibility of new housing.

Ecological Connectivity - enhance the
hedgerow and woodland network, particularly
along the southern and western boundaries,
fo improve ecological connectivity and
reinforce the rural edge of the settlement.

Historic Landscape Features - retain and
reinforce historic field patterns, avoiding
development that spans multiple fields.
Reinfroduce orchard planting and reinstate
historic hedgerows, referencing early
Ordnance Survey mapping and contributing
positively fo the local landscape character
and the setting of Shovel House.
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

Underpinning the masterplan for the site is a design rationale
which comprises a series of interrelated concepts and
principles.

Each of the following concept principles have evolved in
response to the ongoing site investigation and technical
assessments and an evaluation of the site and itsimmediate
and wider context.

The concept rationale is illustrated in the following section

STAGE 1

* The key site considerations , identified as part of the
ongoing technical works, are identified, informing
the concept rationale.

e The optimal point of vehicular access, based
on the technical works undertaken, is identified.

* The setting and of Shovel House is considered and
a heritage buffer established to preserve its setting.

* Existing landscape features including field boundary
hedgerows, that are to be retained are identified
as a framework for development and used as the
basis of the scheme proposal’'s emerging green
infrastructure strategy.

* Existing pedestrian/cycle routes and optimal points
of access are identified.

e |dentify opportunities for historic hedgerow
replacement.
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STAGE 2

* The site topography is assessed to identify elevated
and sloping areas unsuitable for development.

* Visual sensitivities, including views to and from the
Quantock Hills National Landscape are considered
to inform the development extents
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further refine the development extents and help
establish a framework for ecological connectivity
through green corridors and planting
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e Based on the optftimal access locations and
development extents, key routes are considered
which make efficient use of the proposed
development area.

[N

\

7

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0o
0
0
0
0
0
0
o
0
0
0
D
0
0
g

\

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDqgl
P

* SUDs/attenuation features are identified in optimal
positions.

* Reinstate historic hedgerows and infroduce orchard
planting.
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

STAGE 3

* Basedontheidentifiedretained boundary hedgerows
the extent of the developement areais furtherrefined

e Additional planting along the western boundary is
proposed, which will help screen views of the new
development from Shovel House. This reinforces the
buffer and visually contains the built form.

* Native planting along southern and western
boundaries helps to contain the settlement edge.

* Enhance the hedgerow and woodland network
to support biodiversity and visual screening.

* Based on the identified potential landscape visual
sensitivities, the southern area of development is
indicated as being limited in scale to single storey.

* As the layout further evolves work is undertaken fo P Tl e DS :
develop distinct character areas that respond to S R eEEO0000293500 0y ;
both urban and rural influences. :‘ > BT [ e SN "y
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AREA OF EXISTING WOODLAND
RETAINED AND ENHANCED
TO PROVIDE ECOLOGICAL

BENEFITS.
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EMERGING CHARACTER
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